Blast kills three U.S. soldiers on patrol north of Baghdad raze3
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Marine Corps suicides
up 29 percent in 2004

Spike in deaths likely linked to ops tempo, Hagee Says rues

Prayin '@

the pope .-

Poland, the town where Pope John Paul Il was born. The pope
itive light a day after he was rushed to a hospital for surgery to
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Blake murder trial: The prosecu-
tion tried to bolster its murder case
against Robert Blake by calling a police
detective and the girlfriend of a key wit-

ness who claims the actor solicited him
to kill his wife.

Detective Brian Tyndall testified Thurs-
day that police determined Blake had
bought a prepaid telephone calling card,
which the prosecution claims was used to
make the calls to hire a killer.

According to earlier testimony, the card
was used under the belief that it would
make the calls untraceable.

‘Tyndall was scheduled to resume his testi-
mony Friday.

Blake, 71, is accused of murdering Bonny
Lee Bakley on May 4, 2001. She was shot
twice as she sat in a car near a restaurant
where she and the former “Baretta” TV star
had dined.

Brain-damaged woman: An attorney for
the parents of Terri Schiavo say Florida’s so-
cial services agency is seeking a 60-day
delay in the removal of the woman’s feeding
tube while it investigates new allegations of
her abuse and neglect.

Matt Davis, with the law firm represent-
ing Bob and Mary Schindler, said Thursday
the 1l-page confidential document was
shared with attorneys in the life-or-death
legal battle between the Schindlers and
their daughter’s husband, Michael Schiavo.
A spokesman for the Department of Chil-
dren & Families declined to comment.

Circuit Court Judge George Greer al-
ready was expected to rule Friday on wheth-
er to grant a longer stay in connection with
other filings in the case involving the severe-
ly brain-damaged woman.

Olympic committee’s N.Y. visit: The city
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Serial rape suspect: Brent J. Brents, 35, a convicted child molester who is a suspect in a
series of rapes in a city neighborhood of Denver, sits shackled in the back of a police car as
he is driven into the Denver City jail Feb. 19. Prosecutors filed 80 felony charges Thursday
against Brents. He is suspected of sexually assaulting five women and two girls, most of
them within a week, earlier this month. He faces sexual assault, attempted first-degree
murder and other charges.

Lewis, 21, of Newcastle, admitted taking
part in some of the crimes, according to an
FBI affidavit.

Falwell in hospital: The Rev. Jerry Fal-
well could be released from a hospital this
weekend or early next week, his son said
Thursday.

Falwell, 71, checked into Lynchburg Gen-
eral Hospital in Virginia on Sunday suffer-
ing from ion. Doctors

rolled up its red carpet after four r: d;
zle days of wooing International Olympic
Committee delegates, who were treated to
jazz from Wynton Marsalis, dinner with
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and spectacular
views of snow-covered Central Park.

Now comes the hard part: waiting until
July 6, when the IOC announces its winner
from among five finalists to host the 2012
Games.

Although the 13-member IOC Evaluation
Commission saw the city from center court
at Madison Square Garden to centerfield at
Yankee Stadium, New York’s hopes could
hinge on a proposed new stadium on Man-
hattan’s West Side.

e commission held its one and only
New York news conference before leaving,
emphasizing the importance of the pro-
posed $1.7 billion facility.

San Diego mayoral race: Supporters of
Donna Frye’s write-in bid for mayor of San
Diego on Thursday appealed a ruling that
upheld Dick Murphy’s election to a second
term, keeping alive a bid to count thousands
of disqualified ballots that likely would have
tipped the contest to the city councilwoman.

Orange County Superior Court Judge
Michael Brenner ruled Feb. 2 that the coun-
ty registrar acted properly in refusing to
count 5,551 ballots on which voters wrote
Frye’s name but failed to darken the adjoin-
ing bubble. The registrar said state law re-
quired that the bubbles be filled.

Murphy, a Republican, defeated Frye, a
Democrat, by 2,108 votes in a three-way
race and was sworn into office Dec. 8 after a
series of legal challenges.

California firebombings: A man was in-
dicted on federal arson charges Thursday in-
volving firebombings linked to an eco-terror
group that targeted residential and commer-
cial construction sites.

yan D. Lewis faces five counts of arson
and three counts of attempted arson for his
alleged involvement in incidents this winter
in three communities east of Sacramento.

Wednesday he had pneumonia.

Jerry Falwell Jr. said Thursday that his fa-
ther, the chancellor at Liberty University,
was making steady progress.

Another son, Jonathan Falwell has tempo-
rarily assumed preaching duties at Thomas
Road Baptist Church, where his father is
pastor.

Los Alamos workers sentenced: Two
former Los Alamos National Laboratory
workers accused of buying television sets,
barbecues and hunting gear on a lab pur-
chase account were sentenced Thursday to
prison terms.

Both men pleaded guilty last October in
federal court to charges of conspiracy and
mail fraud; prosecutors dropped 26 other
charges against each of the former employ-
ees.

Peter Bussolini, 67, was sentenced to six
months in prison followed by six months of
house arrest and $30,000 in fines. Scott Alex-
ander, 42, was sentenced to a year and one
day in prison.

World

Assassination in Lebanon: A U.N. investi-
gator on Friday promised to be impartial in
the probe into the Feb. 14 ion of

Strait of Malacca piracy: Malaysia does
not want help from outside the region in pa-
trolling one of the world’s most strategic wa-
terways — the Strait of Malacca— a govern-
ment minister said Friday, despite a recent
rise in pirate attacks there.

Officials are “quite happy” with security
in the strait, a trade and oil shipping lane be-
tween Malaysia and Indonesia’s Sumatra is-
land, said Foreign Minister Syed Hamid
Albar.

The minister was commenting on an Inter-
national Maritime Bureau report that 37 pi-
rate attacks occurred in the waterway last
year, up from 28 in 2003.

Last March, Adm. Thomas Fargo, com-
‘mander of U.S. forces in the Pacific, said an
American plan to heighten security in the
waterway might require a detachment of
elite U.S. troops to be stationed nearby.

N. Korean nuclear crisis: President Roh

Moo-hyun urged South Koreans on Friday
to be calm following North Korea’s recent
claim that it has nuclear weapons, and he
said it will take both flexibility and a princi-
pled stand to persuade the communist na-
tion to abandon its atomic weapons pro-
gram.
In a major policy speech before the Na-
tional Assembly, Roh also assured that
South Korea’s alliance with the United
States was more stable than ever, saying his
government’s policy of “saying what we
want to say and argue what we want to
argue” has made its relations with Washing-
ton healthier.

Roh’s emphasis on flexibility and princi-
ple appeared to embrace two divided camps
— Roh’s liberal ruling party that stresses
reconciliation with the North to help it open

former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Har-
iri in Beirut, a murder that has sparked
anti-government demonstrations and inter-
national uproar.

Fitzgerald, the head of the
three-member U.N. team, started the inves-
tigation with meetings with Lebanese offi-
cials.

The Lebanese government has insisted
that it lead the inquiry but has expressed
willingness to cooperate with foreign investi-
gators.

Fitzgerald, Ireland’s deputy police com-
‘missioner, was expected to visit the seafront
street where a powerful bomb hit Hariri’s
motorcade, killing 17 people and injuring
more than 100.

up and and his conservative
critics, who accuse Roh of being too soft on
the North.

Bird flu in Vietnam: Vietnam confirmed a
new case of bird flu Friday, heightening the
sense of urgency as an international confer-
ence on fighting the deadly virus ended with
calls for concerted action to prevent a possi-
ble global pandemic.

Health and animal experts said the
long-term strategy for battling the disease
‘must focus on minimizing the risks of infec-
tion to poultry and people by a virus now
firmly established within flocks of wild
birds in the region, beyond hope of quick

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Al-Jaafari receives
key endorsement
from Shiite cleric

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN AL-OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — United Iraqi Alliance can-
didate Ibrahim al-Jaafari said Friday that
Iraq’s most influential Shiite cleric has en-
dorsed his nomination for prime minister.

The endorsement from Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani came after members of the
clergy-backed alliance openly questioned
its decision Tuesday to nominate the 58-
year-old leader of the conservative Islamic
Dawa Party as its candidate for prime min-
ister following Iraq’s Jan. 30 elections.

“Ayatollah al-Sistani blessed the deci-
sion taken by the alliance about the prime
minister post. He respects and supports
what the alliance have decided,” al-Jaafari
told reporters after meeting with the Irani-
an-born cleric for more than two hours in
the southern Shiite holy city of Najaf.

He also said Irag’s Sunni Arab minority
should be brought into the political process
and help draft the country’s first constitu-
tion. Bringing the Sunnis into the political
process could help deflate the insurgency.

Sunni Arabs, who make up about 20 per-
cent of the population, dominated Saddam
Hussein’s Baath Party and largely boycott-
ed the elections. They are believed to make
up the core of the insurgency “Ayatollah
al-Sistani also advised to take into consider-
ation the uniqueness of Iraqi issue making
it impossible not to integrate other sects
and to integrate the Sunni people who were
not able to participate in the elections,”
al-Jaafari said.

But in a move that could rile Kurds,
al-Jaafari said that a dispute over the north-
ern city of Kirkuk should be postponed
until after the new constitution is drafted.
A constitution must be drafted no later
than Aug. 15.

Report: U.S. unaware
of backgrounds of
some civilian workers
hired for prison duty

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Justice De-
partment did not know about problems in
the tenures of four former state prison offi-
cials when it hired them to help set up
Iraq’s prison system, the department’s in-
ternal watchdog said Friday.

ut the information would not have
changed the decision to send the men to
Irag, even if officials had been aware of
civil lawsuits against them, Inspector Gen-
eral Glenn Fine said.

Fine said his review of the contractors’
time in Iraq also “found no evidence to sug-
gest that they played any role in the abus-
es” at the U.S.-run Abu Ghraib prison.

Fine’s inquiry also identified weakness-
es in the way background checks are per-
formed, including 22 cases in which con-
tractors were sent to Iraq without required
background checks.

A Democratic senator, Charles Schum-
er, requested Fine’s review in June, saying
the four former state officials had back-
grounds that should have precluded them
from the private contracting jobs.

Each had lawsuits or other problems
linked to their tenures in state government,
Schumer said. One of the four, Terry Stew-
art, was sued by the Justice Department in
1997, when he ran Arizona’s Corrections
Department, over allegations that female
inmates were repeatedly raped, sexually
assaulted and watched by corrections
workers as they dressed, showered and
used the bathroom.
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Jaafar Mahdi watches
Friday prayers from the
balcony of his house in
the Sadr City area of
Baghdad on Friday. A
roadside bomb killed
three U.S. soldiers
north of Baghdad on
Friday, a day after three
soldiers were killed in
separate attacks across
the country. “There was
a group of American
soldiers walking in the
road while around five
Humvees were parking
behind them,” said
Waleed Nahed, who
witnessed the roadside
bomb explosion in
Tarmiyah that killed
three soldiers and left
nine others wounded. “I
heard a very loud explo-
sion and | saw bodies
flying.”

ap

3 U.S. soldiers killed by bomb

BY PATRICK QUINN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A roadside bomb killed
three U.S. soldiers and wounded nine oth-
ers north of Baghdad on Friday, the mili-
tary said, while the government an-
nounced the capture of three figures associ-
ated with Iraq’s bloody insurgency.

The attack occurred around midday in
Tarmiyah, about 20 miles north of the capi-
tal. The military said three U.S. soldiers
were killed Thursday in separate attacks.

“There was a group of American sol-
diers walking in the road while around five
Humvees were parking behind them,” said
‘Waleed Nahed, 35, who lives in the area. “T
heard a very loud explosion and I saw bod-
ies flying.”

Residents saw about a dozen injured U.S.
soldiers lying on blood-splattered ground.

Lt. Col. Clifford Kent, a spokesman for
the U.S. Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, said
the patrol was hit by an improvised explo-
sive device — the term commonly used to
describe a roadside bomb. Three soldiers
were killed and nine were wounded, Kent
said.

The road was immediately blocked off
by the U.S. military and Iraqi security forc-
es, and helicopters took the injured away,
according to Nahed and Alaa Nagy, who
works at a nearby factory.

Both said they heard gunfire after the in-
cident.

Attacks Thursday left 30 people dead, in-
cluding the three Americans killed in sepa-
rate incidents.

In Baghdad, the government said one of
the three men arrested was Talib Mikhlif
Arsan Walman al-Dulaymi, also known as
Abu Qutaybah, a key aide to Jordani-
an-born terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

Al-Zarqawi leads an insurgency affiliat-
ed with Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work.

Abu Qutaybah, who was captured dur-
ing a Feb. 20 raid in Anah, about 160 miles
northwest of Baghdad, “was responsible
for determining who, when and how terror-
ist network leaders would meet with al-Zar-
qawi,” the government said.

He “filled the role of key lieutenant for

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, at least 1,486 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,130 died as a result of
hostile action, according to the Defense

e figures include four
ans.

The AP count is six higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed at 10 am. EST Thursday.

The British military has reported 86
deaths; Italy, 20; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-

U.S. deaths in Iraq

dor, Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that ‘major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,348 U.S. mili-
tary members have dled according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 1,021
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-

tary:
M A U.S. soldier was killed Thursday
by an explosive north of Samarra, Irag.
W A US. soldier was killed Thursday
by an exploslve in Diyala province near
Qaryat,
The lalest identifications reported by
the mi
| ] No |dent|ﬁcanons reported.

the Zarqawi network, arranging safe hous-
es and transportation as well as passing
packages and funds to al-Zargawi,” the gov-
ernment said. “His extensive contacts and
operational ability throughout western
Iraq made him a critical figure in the Zar-
qawi network.”

Al-Zargawi has a $25 million U.S. bounty
on his head and is believed to have orches-
trated a wave of car bombings, kidnap-
pings, assassinations and beheadings
across the country.

During the same raid, Iraqi forces also
captured another al-Zarqawi aide who “oc-
casionally acted as his driver,” the govern-
ment said. The man was identified as
Ahmad Khalid Marad Ismail al-Rawi, who
also helped arrange meetings for al-Zar-
qawi.

Their names belong to well-known Sunni
tribes in and around the town of Ramadi, a
hotbed of the insurgency in Anbar prov-
ince west of Baghdad.

The government also said it apprehend-
ed the leader of an al-Qaida-affiliated cell
allegedly responslble for carrying out a
string of beheading:

Mohamed Na)am Ibrahim ‘was arrested
in Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of Bagh-

dad, the government said Thursday, but it
gave no date for the arrest.

Officials said Ibrahim’s operation was
linked to al-Zargawi.

Ibrahim carried out beheadings with his
brother, the government said, adding that
he was being interrogated by authorities.

Meanwhile, a suicide bomber wearing a
police uniform blew up his car during a
shift change at police headquarters in
Tikrit on Thursday, killing at least 15 peo-
ple in Saddam Hussein’s hometown in the
bloodiest of several attacks.

In Iskandariyah, 30 miles south of the
capital, a suicide bomber killed five people
when he blew himself up in front of the
local headquarters of a key Shiite alliance
member, the Shiite Supreme Council for
the Islamic Revolution in Irag.

The U.S. command said two American
soldiers were Killed and two wounded in
separate bombings, one northeast of Bagh-
dad in Qaryat, and a second near Samarra,
west of Qaryat. The military said a third sol-
dier was killed in action west of Baghdad,
in Anbar province.

Also Friday, a Polish armored vehicle
crashed into an Iraqi bus, killing a Polish
soldier and injuring four other troops near
Diwaniyah, the U.S.-led military coalition
said.
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1st ID soldier faces murder, abuse charges

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A
1st Infantry Division senior non-
commissioned  officer _was
charged this week with killing
one prisoner and mistreating oth
ers last fall during the unit’s de-
ployment to Irag.

Sgt. 1st Class Jorge L. Diaz, 34,
of Company C, 1st Battalion, 77th
Armor  Regiment, appeared
Wednesday before a military
judge in Wiirzburg.

The 1st ID’s staff judge advo-
cate released a list of the charges
Friday.

Diaz, a 17-year veteran, plead-
ed innocent to one count of pre-
meditated murder, one count of
maltreating a prisoner, two
counts of assault, one count of
making a false official statement
and one count of trying to impede
an investigation.

Diaz is accused of committing
the crimes during a cordon-
and-search operation of Iraqi

buildings near Balad on Oct.
24-25. According to the charge
sheet, Diaz is alleged to have
forced a blindfolded prisoner on
Oct. 24 to hold a smoke grenade
with the pin pulled, pointed a pis-
tol to his head, and punched and
choked him.

The next day, during a separate
search, he allegedly shot and
killed an Iraqi, Thaher Khaleefa
Ahmed.

Diaz also is accused of telling
his soldiers to lie about the inci-

dent and of falsely telling an
Army investigator that Ahmed
had made a threatening move-
ment toward him.

According to the charge sheet,
prosecutors do not intend to seek
the death penalty.

A trial is tentatively scheduled
for early May.

The Diaz case is the latest in-
volving alleged abuse of Iraqi ter-
ror suspects by U.S. soldiers.

Sgt. Michael Williams and Spc.
Brent May of the 1st Cavalry Divi-

sion were charged in September
with premeditated murder in the
deaths of three Iragis.

Chief warrant officers Jeffer-
son Williams and Lewis Welshof-
er Jr., Sgt. 1st Class William Som-
mer and Spe. Jerry Loper of the
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment
were charged in October in the
November 2003 death of Iraqi
Maj. Gen. Abid Hamid Maw-
housh during questioning.

Stripes editor Pat Dickson contributed
to this report from Washington. E-mail
Steve Liewer
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. Maj. Gen. Eric Olson hands out awards Friday to soldiers of 2nd
Battalion, from Kearney Base in the province of Paktika, Afghanistan.
Olson warned against cutting American force strength in Afghanistan,
saying that insurgents remain a grave threat.

General: Too soon to
cut Afghanistan force

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

ORGUN, Afghanistan — Tali-
ban and al-Qaida insurgents re-
main a grave threat to Afghani-
stan, a senior U.S. general said
Friday, warning against cutting
American troop strength in the
country while Afghan and NATO
forces are not ready to fill the
breach.

Maj. Gen. Eric Olson said he
'was concerned that American pol-
icy-makers will seize on a recent
drop in militant attacks to cut the
17,000-strong force in Af-
ghanistan to ease the pressure on
American forces stretched by
their deployment in Iraq.

“If there is no real spring offen-
sive [by the Taliban], I think
there may be pressure on the in-
ternational community to draw
down force levels and I think that
would be a big mistake,” Olson,
the No. 2 U.S. commander in Af-
ghanistan, told The Associated
Press.

“T think there’s still an insurgen-
cy to win here, and I think the Af-
ghan central government is at
this point very much dependent
on the support of the coalition,”
he said.

While Olson reiterated that the
trail of al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden had “gone cold,” he said
US. forces were keeping up the

hunt and he didn’t anticipate any
letup in that part of their mission.
here are no specific leads to
bin Laden right now, but we col-
lectively are just as determined to
continue to hunt him,” he said.

Under Olson, who leaves Af-
ghanistan next month, U.S. troops
have set up a string of small bases
across the south and east of the
country to back up officials from
President Hamid Karzai's govern-
ment and to intercept militants
crossing from Pakistan.

Commanders say that decision
helped protect landmark October
elections and has convinced
many ordinary Afghans to turn
their back on the Taliban — gains

1son said could quickly be lost.

NATO plans to expand into
western Afghanistan this year
and then to the south, but the gen-
eral said he was not convinced
that NATO troops would match
the numbers or capabilities of the
U.S. units they should eventually
replace.

Afghanistan’s new army and po-
lice will need five to 10 years be-
fore they can begin to perform
properly, he said.

Olson praised Pakistan for a
bloody crackdown on militants, in-
cluding suspected al-Qaida ﬁght-
ers, on its side of the bnrder but
said they had “by no means” fin-
ished off forces with ambitions to
retake Afghanistan.

Trial set for captain accused
of Killing badly injured Iraqi

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

The court-martial of a 1st Ar-
mored Division captain accused
of murdenng an Iraqgi man last
year is set to begin March 28, ac-
cording to Army officials.

If coverage of the preliminary
hearings last fall is any indica-
tion, the trial of Capt. Rogelio M.
Maynulet should generate great
interest among servicemembers
and the media. Some view the
case as “an act of mercy” to a
dead or dying man, while Army
prosecutors maintain it was mur-
der.

Maynulet is charged with pre-
meditated murder and derelic-
tion of duty relating to the May 21
death of a man believed to be asso-
ciated with the insurgency cam-

angn against U.S. troops. At the

time of the incident, Maynulet
commanded Company A, 2nd Bat-
talion, 37th Armor Regiment, and
was viewed by many superiors as
arising star.

“Captain Maynulet maintains
his innocence, and I think that the
court members will reach the
right and just verdict,” Capt. Will
Helixon, the lead defense attor-
ney, said in a telephone interview
Friday.

The trial will be held in the
courtroom on Wiesbaden Army
Airfield, Germany.

Maj. Michael Indovina, a divi-
sion spokesman, said the proceed-
ings are expected to last several
days.

“It will definitely go the full
week, based on the number of wit-
nesses,” Helixon said.

The list for both sides includes
about 45 to S0 names, Helixon
said.

Prosecutors are expected to in-
troduce a 10-minute video of the
incident and the events preceding
it. An unmanned aerial vehicle op-
erating at the time near the Iraqi
cities of Kufa and Najaf apparent-
ly captured the shooting on tape.

The video was not played in
open court during the pretrial
hearing. The encounter between
Maynulet and the Iragi man
came at the end of a vehicle chase
between U.S. soldiers and a car
believed to contain militia forces.

In a US. Central Command
news release following the inci-
dent, the Army stated “the driver
and a passenger were wounded”
when U.S. forces shot at their ve-
hicle. “Shortly thereafter, the
wounded driver was shot and
killed at close range.”

At the preliminary hearing, de-
fense attorneys presented expert
medical testimony and a report
by the on-scene medic. The re-
port stated there were at least two
bullet wounds to the base of the
driver’s skull and that brain mat-
ter was on his clothes and in the
car. A medical expert said a per-
son in such a state could still
move, but it would likely be invol-
untarily.

As the scene was unfolding,
there were gunbattles with insur-
gents in the immediate vicinity,
and evacuation of the injured was
not possible, according to defense
witnesses.

During Maynulet's Article 32
hearing in December, fellow offic-
er 1st Lt. Colin Cremin testified
that Maynulet told him he then
shot the Iragi in the base of the
neck or the back of the head.

“It was something he didn’t
want to do, but it was the compas-
sionate response,” Cremin testi-
fied. “It was definitely the hu-
mane response.”

Whatever the circumstances,
prosecutors argue Maynulet un-
lawfully killed a man who, at the
time, was alive, even if his chanc-
es for survival were slim.

E-mail Kevin Doughert
Goughartykamai sstipesosdmil

Nine Afghan troops killed in ambush

The Associated Press

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — Taliban insur-
gents launched three separate attacks in southeast-
ern Afghanistan, killing nine Afghan troops and
wounding an American soldier while sustaining
heavy casualties themselves, officials said Friday.

At least nine Afghan soldiers were killed when
rebels ambushed their vehicle in Helmand prov-
ince on Thursday, said Haji Wali Mohammed, a
spokesman for the governor.

“We lost contact with the Afghan soldiers late
Thursday, and their bodies were found today,” he
said, adding that authorities would hunt down and
arrest the “terrorists” who carried out the attack.

Taliban rebels i claimed
ty for the attack in the district of Chakul.

“Yes, the Taliban did this and we will launch
more attacks against government and coalition
forces,” Mullah Latif Hakimi, who often speaks for
the Taliban, said by telephone.

In neighboring Kandahar, an American soldier
was shot and wounded when he and his unit came

under small-arms fire while investigating a road-
side bomb on Thursday, the U.S. military said in a
statement.

An insurgent was also injured and taken into cus-
tody after the attack. Both men were being treated
at a coalition hospital. The U.S. soldier was listed
in stable condition.

Meanwhile, rebels ambushed an Afghan patrol
in Khost province, near the border with Pakistan,
injuring five soldiers Thursday.

Afghan and U.S. forces fired back, Killing three
Taliban suspects and injuring another.

Two U.S. helicopters sent to survey the area
hours later were attacked from the ground with
small-arms fire. One of the helicopters fired back,
killing seven more suspected insurgents, the U.S.
‘military said.

The series of attacks follows a period of relative
calm in Afghanistan amid rising hope that the in-
surgency is faltering.

Taliban spokesmen have said attacks are down
only because of the harsh winter, and that they
would resume once the weather improved.
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Bill to target ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy

BY JOHN HENDREN
Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON — Lawmakers called
Thursday for an end to the Pentagon’s ban
on gays in the military, citing findings in a

Lawmakers cite military retention, recruitment
problems in attempt to end homosexual ban

government report that the
hurts recruiting and retention even as the
war in Iraq strains the military’s ability to
maintain its troop strength.

A Government Accountability Office
study, released Wednesday, found that
since 1993, the Department of Defense had
spent at least $191 million to recruit and
train replacements for almost 10,000 ser-
vicemembers discharged under the ban —
including more than 300 with critical lan-
guage skills. On Thursday, Rep. Marty
Mechan, D-Mass., prepared to offer a biil
that would end the Pentagon’s 12-year-old
policy, known as “don’t ask, don’t fell.”

“The i ion for ‘don’t
ask, don't tell’ has been that allowing gays
to serve undermines military readiness,”
Meehan said. “Now we have the numbers
to prove that the policy itself is undermin-
ing our military readiness.”

The prohibition on gays in the military is
a long-standing principle of military law.
But in an effort to keep a campaign prom-
ise to lift the ban, President Clinton estab-
lished “don’t ask, don’t tell” in early 1993.
Under the policy, the military is not al-
lowed to ask about sexual orientation and
service members are not to reveal it.

If the fact that they are gay becomes pub-

lic, servicemembers can be discharged.

Although Meehan’s measure is unlikely
o be approved under the Bush administra-
tion, the renewed challenge to the prohibi-
tion on gay servicemembers marked the
latest, and perhaps most creative, effort to
improve the military’s ability to fill its
ranks as it strains to keep up troop strength
for military conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

The Army National Guard is 24 percent
below its recruitment goal for the past four
months, and the Army Reserve is 7 percent
down.

The Marines failed to meet their goal in

January for the first time since before the
1991 Persian Gulf War.

Pentagon officials continue to insist that
they expect to meet their annual goals by
Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year.

The war in Iraq has offered potential re-
cruits an increasingly stark choice be-
tween almost certain combat duty and an
expanded array of career options in an im-
proving economy. Candidates for what was
once weekend and summer duty in the
Guard or Reserve are less likely to join
now, analysts said.

“As the economy improves, you see a
tightening of the labor pool.

In addition, you have the active-duty
army competing with the Guard and Re-
serves. It’s a triple threat,” said Daniel
Goure, a military analyst at the Lexington
Institute, an Arlington, Va., public policy
center.

Prison abuse case

LONDON — The British mili-
tary said Friday it would investi-
gate allegations by five Iraqi men
who say they are the prisoners
featured in photographs showing
abuse by British trooj

Three British §Oldlel‘s are due
to be sentenced by court martial
Friday for the mistreatment.

Pictures of the abuse — which
included an Iragi hoisted on a
forklift and two naked men simu-
lating oral and anal sex — have
provoked outrage in Britain.

The victims were not identified
and did not testify at the court
martial on a British military base
in Germany.

Opinion poll on Iraq

WASHINGTON — A majority
of Americans, 54 percent, now
say they believe Uh troops will
have to stay in Iraq for at least
two more years, compared with
44 percent of people who felt that
way last summer, a poll released
Thursday finds.

The Jan. 30 elections in Iraq ap-
pear to have improved percep-
tions in the United States about
the possibility of a stable Iraq, ac-
cording to a poll by the Pew Re-
search Center for the People &
the Press.

The Pew poll of 1,502 adults
was taken Feb. 16-21. It has a mar-
gin of sampling error of plus or
minus 2.5 percentage points.

Dutch forces coming?

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands —
The Dutch government has been
negotiating secretly with the Unit-
ed States to send 150 commandos
to Afghanistan for anti-terrorist
missions, the Dutch media report-
ed Fnday

A spokesman for the defense
department said he could not im-
mediately confirm the reports by
De Telegraaf newspaper and oth-
ers. NOS television showed sever-
al ministers entering a Cabinet
meeting complaining that the mis-
sion was supposed to be classi-

The Netherlands currently con-
tributes around 260 soldiers to
NATO's stabilization force in Af-
ghanistan, known as ISAF. The
Dutch also have 1,400 troops in
Traq as part of -led coali-
tion, but they are due to be with-
drawn on March 15.

Tattered flag raises debate

Halliburton

Man plans to fly
flag until troops
return from Iraq

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — A former
Air Force medic’s plan to fly the
same American flag until U.S.
troops return from Iraq has been
criticized as the flag becomes
faded and tattered.

Moses Mitchell hoisted the
brand new flag outside his busi-
ness center and day-care facility
near Lackland Air Force Base
two years ago as a tribute to the
troops in Iraq.

“Tknew I had some rebellious-
ness in my mind when I was
doing this, but basically it was
something to remind of the pain
and agony and the death that our
troops are facing over there,”
said Mitchell, who treated Viet-
nam War casualties.

e flag’s condition has infuri-
ated Vietnam War veteran Jack
Long. He has contacted politi-
cians, the police and even the
FBI in a futile effort to force
Mitchell to take it down.

“It's just hanging in shreds,”
Long said. “It breaks my heart to
see that. It is so disgraceful.”

A section of federal law known
as the Flag Code does state that
“the flag, when it is in such a con-
dition that it is no longer a fitting
emblem for display, should be
destroyed in a dignified way,
preferably by burning.” But
there are no penalties for violat-
ing the code, and it is binding
only on federal installations.

“The code functions simply as
a guide to be voluntarily fol-
lowed by civilians and civilian
groups,” according to a 2004 Con-
gressional Research Service re-
port.

Michael Buss, assistant direc-
tor of the American Legion’s na-
tional headquarters, said he be-
lieves it is wrong for Mitchell to
display a disintegrating flag.

Mitchell said that it’s not a war
protest; he supports President
Bush’s decision. But he said that
displaying “nice shiny flags” mis-
represents the deadly and diffi-
cult work do there.

From The Associated Press

Moses Mitchell stands near a tattered U.S. flag Wednesday outside
his business center and day-care facility near Lackland Air Force
Base in San Antonio. The former Air Force medic’s plan to fly the
same flag until U.S. troops return from Iraq has been criticized as
the flag becomes faded and tattered.

to receive
bonuses
from Army

BY CHARLES R. BABCOCK
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Army
announced Thursday that it has
approved $9.4 million in bonus
payments to a Halliburton Co.
subsidiary on more than $1 bil-
lion in work supporting the war ef-
fort in Iraq and Afghanistan, even
though the government hasn’t ap-
proved final costs and terms of
the contracts.

The Army Field Support Com-
mand said in a statement that
boards evaluating Halliburton
subsidiary Kellogg Brown & Root
Inc.’s performance rated the com-
pany “excellent” or “very good”
on 14 task m"ders and thus autho-
rized interim “award fees.” The
awards totaled $5 million on $392
million of logistics work in Af-
ghanistan and Uzbekistan, and
$4.4 million on $758 million of lo-
gistics work in Kuwait in support
of the war in Iraq, according to
calculations based on an Army
spread sheet.

KBR'’s contracts have been crit-
icized by Democrats in Congress
because other contracts it re-
ceived to support the war effort
were awarded without bidding.
Dick Cheney was Halliburton’s
chief executive before he ran for
vice president in 2000.

Earlier this month, the Army
announced it was going against
the advice of auditors, who cited
$1.8 billion in “unsupported
costs,” and would not withhold 15
percent of KBR’s payments on
the contract for which it has now
awarded bonus payments.

R has billed the government
for $10.5 billion under the compet-
itively bid logistics contract, ac-
cording to Dan Carlson, a spokes-
man for the field support com-
mand. KBR has been paid $7.2 bil-
lion, he said.

Some Pentagon officials have
questioned the use of “award
fees” to motivate contractors
building expenswe weapons sys-
tems, saying the bonuses don’t
help bring projects in under bud-
get.
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Marines load duffle bags as 220 members of Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 2 prepare to depart
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point in Havelock, N.C. Suicide rates for all the services began rising in
2002 which leads leads experts to believe that stress is broadly linked to deployments.

Suicides in Marine Corps
up 29 percent last year

BY ANN SCOTT TYSON
The Washington Post

‘WASHINGTON — The Marine
Corps suffered a 29 percent spike
in suicides last year, reaching the
highest number in at least a de-
cade, with the demanding pace of
military operations likely contrib-
uting to the deaths, a top-ranking
UsS. Manne said Thursday
le Marines committed
suicide in 2004, all of them enlist-
ed men, not commissioned offic-
ers. The majority were younger
than 25 and took their lives with
gunshot wounds, according to Ma-
rine statistics.

Another 83 Marines attempted
suicide. There were 24 suicides in
2003, and there have not been
more than 29 in any year in the
last 10.

Although last year’s suicide
rate rose, it was still below the na-
tional average for a comparable
civilian group, in keeping with an
established pattern of suicide
being lower in the U.S. military
than in the civilian population.

Marine commanders say the
rise in suicides continues a worri-
some three-year trend that is like-
ly linked to stress from the sharp-

ly increased pace of war-zone ro-
tations. At the same time, they
said the increase in suicides is not
directly related to service in Iraq
or Afghanistan; since 2001 24 per-
cent of the suicides have been
committed by Marines who have
been de-

ployed there,
the statistics
show.
It is “not
only Iraq, it’s
justthe [oper-
ational
tempo] in
general,
that’s what T
think,” Gen.
Michael W.
Hagee, the Hagee
Marine

Corps commandant, told reporters
at a breakfast meeting Thursday.

Hagee’s remarks echoed a
strong warning in a Dec. 13
memo that he issued on suicide
prevention. “This problem is per-
vasive and is impacting Marines
throughout the Corps, not just
those who have been deployed in
support of the global war on ter-
rorism,” the memo said.

“The increased operational

tempo that our Corps is experienc-
ing may be affecting the ability of
our Marines to deal with per-
ceived overwhelming stresses as-
sociated with relationship, finan-
cial and disciplinary problems.”

Indeed, about 70 percent of Ma-
rine suicides over the past four
years have been caused by prob-
lems in personal relationships,
which can be exacerbated by
heavy workloads, said Cmdr. Tho-
mas Gaskin, a behavioral health
specialist for the Corps’ Personal
and Family Readiness Division at
Quantico, Va. “Thal is the single
biggest stressor,” he said.

With a force that is the young-
est in the military services and
predominantly male, the Marine
Corps has generally experienced
the highest suicide rate among
the military branches because its
demographics mirror a high-; risk
group in the general population.
More than 60 percent of Marines
are younger than 25, and 16 per-
cent are teen-agers.

Suicide rates for all the servic-
es began rising in 2002, and the
Army had an increase in 2003,
the first year of the Iraq war. This
leads experts to believe that
stress is broadly linked to deploy-
ments.

NetPets.org helps
foster animals of
deployed troops

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

Steve Albin thought he’d be en-
joying retirement right about now
with lots of nothing to do.

Instead, the former dog breed-
er and owner of a kennel and
grooming store works full-time
running a global network, pairing
troops  and

South Carolina resident Lynn
Boccia is fostering “Semper,” a
2-year-old shepherd-mix owned
by a Marine who deployed for
seven months.

“With all we ask of our service
personnel ... I wondered what I
could do on my end. I can’t take
up arms and fight side-by-side,
but I can open my home to their

pets. That’s at

their pets with least one
volunteers worry off their
wholl  give mind,”  said
those pets a Boccia, assis-
temporary tant clerk for
home. the Beaufort

Albin start- CD\ln[y Coun-
ed NetPe-
ts.org shortly Semper
after the Sept. joined her
11, 2001, ter- home already
rorist anacks filled with two
figuring  the dogs and two
nation  would cats, and aside
be going to from the occa-
war. sional

T heard “stand-off,”
what hap- they’ve all got-
pened during ten  along.
the last desert Every Mon-
war. If mili- Courtesy to StiPes  qay~ morning
tary members  Lynn Boccia of South Carolina when she gets
had no friends - |ooking after Semper, a 2-year-old ~ to work, she
or family who - gpepherd-mix owned by a deployed  ¢-mails the
could step up " Marine, whom
to the plate, she declined

they were left
with nonacceptable options: shel-
ter or abandonment.

“Either way, they would never
see their pets again. ... What a mo-
rale builder,” Albin deadpanned.
“In order to serve and protect,
you have to kill your best buddy.”

About 5,000 foster families
worldwide make up the mosaic of
pet lovers and owners that is the
MilitaryPetsFOSTER ~ Project,
specifically designed to connect
foster homes with military mem-
bers who might be deploying,
moving or going to school.

to identify, keeping him in the
loop on Semper’s activities and
shenanigans, “like chasing moles
in the backyard.”

Pets have to be legal (no venom-
ous snakes, for example),
up-to-date on all vaccinations,
and spayed or neutered if they
are not show animals, Albin said.
Foster families must provide a
list of references and contact i
formation for a local veterinarian.

Anyone interested in taking in
apet or making a charitable dona-
tion can visit www.NetPets.Org.
E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail estripes.osd.mil

New JCAHO standards forcing Army, Navy to hire more pharmacists

BY TOM PHILPOTT
Special to Stars and Stripes

The Air Force and Navy likely
will have to hire a few hundred
more pharmacists over the next
18 months to meet tougher stan-
dards being imposed on the role
of pharmacy technicians.

Even the Army, which for
years has kept a higher ratio of
pharmacists to pharmacy techni-
cians than the other medical ser-
vices, could be required to boost
its number of pharmacists by an
August 2006 deadline.

The Joint C i n Ac-

JCAHO no longer will exempt
the military from a requirement
that a pharmacist review all pre-
scriptions and hospital medica-
tion orders before drugs are dis-
pensed.

The exemption recognized that
military pharmacy techs receive
more comprehensive training
than private sector counterparts,
said Joseph L. Cappiello, the com-
mission’s vice president for field
operations.

But standards on patient safe-
ty have evolved to where allow-

creditation of Healthcare Organi-
zations formally notified the mili-
tary surgeons general this month
of a change in standards for ac-
credited military hospital and
clinics to meet regarding han-
dling and dispensing of medica-
tions.

ing alone to fill pre-
scriptions — by having military
techs check other techs — no
Jonger will be acceptable if hospi-
tals and clinics are to stay accred-
ited.

The change takes effect March
1 but the services have 18 months

Look for Phi
M

tary Update
Thursdays on the
business page

to hire the extra pharmacists they
need or, in some cases, to buy tele-
medicine technology for pharma-
cists to supervise dispensing of
drugs at remote sites.

Col. Phil Samples, pharmacy
consultant to the Air Force sur-
geon general, said his service
alone will need from 150 to 300
‘more pharmacists.

All but two Air Force pharma-
cies, both of them overseas, have
at least one pharmacist on staff,
Sample said, but not enough over-
all to provide direct supervision
of every prescription filled.

Prescriptions still get filled, for
example, if the pharmacist goes
to lunch. This more relaxed stan-
dard has allowed the Air Force to
keep its ratio of technicians to
pharmacist at four-to-one versus
two-to-one found in most retail
pharmacies and civilian hospi-
tals.

Capt. Elizabeth Nolan, pro-
gram manager for Navy pharma-
cies, said about 100 of its satellite
pharmacies are technician-run,
which means they soon will need
direct supervision of pharma-
cists.

Not impacted are ships at sea
and remote operational outposts
as in Iraq or South Korea.

The services want to avoid clos-
ing satellite pharmacies, a third
option.

But finding and paying hun-

dreds of additional pharmacists
won't be easy. Demand far outpac-
es supply given expanding chains
of retailers and supermarkets
who want to dispense drugs, and
the growing dependence of pa-
tients everywhere on medications
to maintain health.

All Navy pharmacy operations
are under review “because there
are a lot of ways to skin this cat,”
said Nolan.

“Our focus is going to be on pa-
tient safety but maintaining the
same level of service to beneficia-

Col. Mike Heath, top pharmacy
consultant for the Army, said he
can’t say until a “gap analysis” is
complete how many more phar-
macists even his service might
need.

“I imagine we will have to hire
more,” he said.
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Nuns look at the 10th floor of Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic Hospital where Pope John Paul Il remains

hospitalized on Friday. The pontiff is breathing on his own and is not suffering from pneumo;
said Friday, a day after he was rushed to a hospital for surgery to ease another breathing c

Pope said to

, the Vatican
s.

be breathing

on his own after surgery

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul I is breathing
on his own and is not suffering from pneumonia, the
Vatican said Friday, taking pains to cast the pope’s
condition in a positive light a day after he was
rushed to a hospital for surgery fo ease another
breathing crisis.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said the
frail 84-year-old pontiff spent a restful night at
Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic hospital, where he was
taken by ambulance Thursday after suffering his sec-
ond bout of breathing trouble in less than a month.

John Paul’s latest hospitalization was certain to
further fuel speculation about whether he could con-
tinue as pope, and what would happen if he were in-
capacitated.

The pope had no signs of a lung infection such as
pneumonia, Navarro-Valls told reporters. He said
the operauun to cut a small breathing hole in the
pope’s throat “was not an emergency procedure.”

“It was a question of assuring adequate breathing
of the patient,” he said. A doctor trained in emergen-
cy assistance has been on call at the Vatican but there
was never any need for him, Navarro-Valls said.

Italian news agencies had reported that John Paul
was placed on a respirator after the surgery, but Na-
varro-Valls said the pope “had no need of assisted
breathing.

“Assisted means mechanical, which wasn’t used
yesterday nor last night nor this morning. There
was no need,” he said.

“He’s breathing better. He has a significant feel-
ing of relief,” the papal spokesman said. He said
John Paul had no fever, the pope’s post-operative
condition was progressing normally and that doc-
tors had used a “mild” anesthesia on the pope.

He said a decision would be made Saturday on
what the pope will do for his Sunday noon blessing,
atradition very dear to the pon

“The Holy Father spent a night of tranquil rest,”
he said.

“This morning, he ate breakfast with a good appe-
tite. He’s breathing on his own and cardio-circulato-
ry conditions remain good.”

“Upon the advice of his doctors, the pope must not
speak for several days, so as to favor the recovery of
the functions of the larynx,” Navarro-Valls said.

Navarro-Valls said the pope’s breakfast included
coffee with milk, 10 biscuits and yogurt. “He ate ev-
erything,” the spokesman said.

The pope wrote a note Thursday night to his aides
saying, “What did they do to me?” Navarro-Valls
said, describing it as a joking message.

am always totus tuus,” Navarro-Valls quoted
the pope as writing. Totus tuus is John Paul’s Latin
motto translated by his spokesman as meaning, 1
am completely in your hands.”

He said the Vatican did not expect to issue anoth-
er medical bulletin until Monday.

U.N.: Attack kills
9 peacekeepers in
northeast Congo

BY BRYAN MEALER
The Associated Press

KINSHASA, Congo — Unidenti-
fied attackers ambushed U.N.
peacekeepers on patrol Friday in
northeastern Congo, killing nine
Bangladeshi troops in the deadli-
est assault ever on the 6-year-old
U.N. mission, officials said.

The attack occurred near the
town of Kafe, 20
miles northwest
of Bunia, capital
of Congo’s law-
less Tturi prov-

&k These blue helmets
were out there

roughly 16,000 troops in Congo —
the world's largest peacekeeping
deployment.

The United Nations sent an at-
tack helicopter and a transport he-
licopter with a rapid reaction
force, but bad weather limited
their effectiveness, Demange said.

U.N. peacekeepers are oversee-
ing a transition toward peace in
Congo, where the five-year war,
involving six na-

tions, killed
more than 3 mil-
lion people by
aid workers’ esti-

ince, U.N. spokes- . mates, most
man  Mamadou protecting through strife- in-
Bah said. uced  hunger
The nine men ~ people, and they  and disease.
were_amony About 4,800
Bangladeshl%pa- got ambushed UN. forces are
trolling  Friday in Tturi. Since

morning in the
area of a camp
housing  civil-
ians who have
been  displaced
by persistent fighting in Ituri,
Bah said.

“These blue helmets were out
there protecting people, and they
got ambushed while doing it,”
Bah said.

There was no immediate word
on the identity of the attackers,
who wore no uniforms. Suspicion
fell on militia of Ituri’s Lendu
tribe, whose rivalry with the ar-
ea’s Hema tribe has been fueled
by the influx of arms from Con-
go’s devastating 1998-2002 war
and by outsiders vying for Ituri’s
mineral wealth.

The attackers hid in the bush
and struck quickly, running away
immediately after, said Col. Domi-
nique Demange, head of the

while doing it.9?

Mamadou Bah
U.N. spokesman

eastern  district
of Ituri has killed
more than 50,000 and forced
500,000 to flee their homes, UN.
officials and human rights groups

sa

The fighting is mainly between
armed militia of the Hema and
Lendu tribes, whose hatred for
one another plays out in retaliato-
ry village raids and massacres.

e Ituri conflict came amid
Congo’s larger war, after which a
transitional  government  ar-
ranged in 2003 that has struggled
to extend its authority to the vast
country’s often lawless east.

During the war, both neighbor-
ing Uganda and Rwanda armed
the Hema and Lendu militias,
mainly to wrest control of the min-
eral-rich territory. The two sides
eventually turned on one another.

The Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —
Two Pakistani police officers
working as UN. peacekeepers
in Haiti have been suspended
and may face repatriation after

Survivor gets wallet back 32 years after crash

The Associated Press

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay —
One of 16 survivors of a 1972
Andes plane crash made famous
by a book and movie has gotten
his wallet and jacket back 32
years after leaving them in the
mountain snows.

Eduardo Strauch, who sur-
vived 72 days in high mountain
snows, received the aged wallet,
drivers license and other person-
al items Wednesday, a week after
they were found in the Andes by a
mountain climber.

Strauch, now a 57-year-old ar-
chitect and father of five, was
aboard a flight with fellow rugby
players, relatives and friends
when their plane crashed high in
the Andes on Oct. 12, 1972.

“Alive: The Story of the Andes
Survivors” by Piers Paul Read
publicized the story with ac-
counts of how survivors ate flesh
from some of the victims to sur-
vive. The story was later drama-
tized in a Hollywood movie.

A Mexican hiker chanced upon

the items just yards from the site
where the plane went down.

The hiker passed the items on
to a local hotelier took who gave
them to Alvaro Mangino, another
Uruguayan who survived the
flight and happened to be in west-
ern Argentina at that time. Mangi-
no delivered the wallet to Strauch.

“This is just a feeling that’s im-
possible to describe,” Strauch
told The Associated Press on
Thursday. “It's incredible, amaz-
ing that this episode continues to
speak for itself.”

a UN. found they
had sex with a prostitute in a ba-
nana field, UN. officials said
Thursday.

‘The men will be repatriated if
a board of inquiry confirms the
findings of a U.N. and Haitian
police investigation, said Dami-
an Onses-Cardona, spokesman
for the 7,400-member force.

The board is expected to
make a decision in two weeks,
Onses- Cardona said.

“If board confirms the find-
ings, the men will be repatriated
and then it will be up to their
country of origin to decide what
to do with them,” Onses-Cardo-
na said. It wasn’t clear whether

2 U.N. soldiers may be
forced to leave Haiti
after sexual incident

they would be prohibited from
participating in future peace-
keeping missions.

U.N. regulations forbid solicita-
tion. Haitian law permits prostitu-
tion as long as all parties are over
18, said Jean-Claude Jean, head
of the Haitian police judicial divi-
sion.

The _investigation stemmed
from allegations that three P:
stani police officers had raped a
23-year-old woman in the cen-
tral city of Gonaives.

told U.N. peacekeepers
they had seen two men engaging
in sexual acts with the woman in
a banana field on Feb. 18, said
Jean Lafaille, commander of a
UN. police unit. A third Paki-
stani was present but didn’t en-
gage in sexual act, said Lafail

‘When interviewed by police
and U.N. inspectors, the woman
acknowledged she had been
paid for the sex, Lafaille said.
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Knill family via AP
Clockwise from bottom left: A series of photos shows the beach at Khao Lak, Thailand, on Dec. 26. The photos — which
show the water receding, then forming into the huge wave about to engulf a person in picture 5, then finally crashing
ashore — were found in the digital camera of a North Vancouver, British Columbia, couple who were killed by the wave.

sunami photos ‘an echo from the grave’

BY LORNET TURNBULL
Seattle Times

It was like a puzzle — these images from
abroken digital camera washed up on a de-
serted beach in Thailand.

Christian Pilet of North Bend, Wash.,
could not have known the power of his dis-
covery: the last photos taken by a couple
who lost their lives in the Dec. 26 tsunami
and the closure the photo diary would
bring to a grieving family half a world
away in British Columbia.

Taken in sequence, the photographs tell
a gripping story: John and Jackie Knill ar-
riving at a Khao Lak resort, happily enjoy-
ing Christmas dinner with a large group of
friends and then basking in a brilliant tropi-
cal sunset.

The next day, the couple is seen hugging,
smiling — radiant on the beach. Then the
story turns ominous: people stroll the
beach under a clear blue sky, apparently
oblivious to the large wave that has formed
aline across the horizon.

e wave gets closer, its power more evi-
dent as it kicks up sand and mud and final-
ly crashes onto the beach.

“We were stunned —]ust out of the blue,
an echo from the grave,” Pilet said. “What

we saw in these pictures were the last five
minutes of these people’s lives.”

Pilet knew nothing about the man and
woman in these photos. But through the
power of the Internet and dogged determi-
nation, he would find their family virtually
in his own back yard.

The Knills of North Vancouver, British
Columbia, had been on a four-month vaca-
tion in Thailand when they were caught in
the deadly tsunami. The disaster killed
‘more than 170,000 people.

Well known across western British Co-
lumbia, John Knill was retired from an
alarm company his family founded and
was involved in music production; Jackie
had recently sold a yacht-detailing busi-
ness.

Of the photos, their son Patrick Knill, 28,
said, “This is more than we could ever
have asked for. It’s like being there with
our parents and seeing what they were see-
ing in those final moments.

Pilet, a missionary with the Association
of Baptists for World Evangelism, had trav-
eled with colleagues to Southeast Asia earli-
er this month to assess the relief effort.

He and a friend had taken a break from
the group to explore the beach.

e resorts were all destroyed, he re-

calls. “We saw suitcases that were never
claimed. Shoes. Thousands and thousands
of shoes. Passports ... .”

“My friend spotted the camera. One
‘more piece of junk. It was smashed up pret-

He said he popped out the digital cam-
era’s memory card and tossed the rest
away.

Back at their hotel, he used his Palm
Pilot to upload a flawless set of photos from
the card onto his computer.

“We immediately thought about how we
could get them to the family,” he said.

At home, Pilet’s wife searched the Inter-
net and found a link to a Web site with a
photograph of the Knills and information
about how to contact their relatives.

On Feb. 11, Pilet drove to Vancouver to
deliver the memory card of photos to the
Khnills’ I

At the time Pilet presented the photos to
their sons, he said he felt compelled to an-
swer their one nagging question: Why
didn’t their parents just run?

“I walked that beach. There was really
nowhere for them to run to,” he said. “Ini-
tially, it probably didn’t even cross their
mind to get away. At the point they took
that last picture, they had to have known —
but by then it was too late.”

Warning system
conference ends

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Indian Ocean nations plan-
ning a tsunami warning system were set
to wrap up a meeting in Japan on Friday,
as relatives of victims in Thailand were
becoming increasingly impatient with
the slow pmcess of identifying the dead.

The seminar in Tokyo by en-
vnronmental and disaster prevention of-
ficials from T} , Sri , Indone-
sia and other countries struck by the
Dec. 26 South Asian tsunami included a
tour of facilities in a tsunami-prone area
south of Tokyo.

Delegates also studied Japan’s coast-
al defese network — the world’s most
extensive tsunami warning system —
lookmg at the country’s coastal defe -

Meanwlule in Banda Aceh, Indone-
sia, the United Nations said Fnday it
had no plans to increase security in the
area, despite warnings that Islamic mili-
tants could be planning attacks on for-
eign aid workers.

Nepal’s king says he will restore democracy in three years

The Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal — Nepal’s
king has promised to restore de-
mocracy in three years, and in-
sists that he upholds democratic
principles despite his power grab
earlier this month, a newspaper
said Friday.

In his first comments to the Ne-
palese media since he sacked the
government and declared a state
of emergency on Feb. 1, King Gy-
anendra also urged Maoist rebels
to join peace talks and shrugged
off the suspension of military aid
by India and Britain.

The king also suspended civil

rights and hand-picked a monar-
chist Cabinet. Dozens of opposi-
tion politicians have been arrest-
ed or have gone underground, and
the media has been strictly cen-
sored since the king’s takeover.

However, six prisoners who
had been held without charge
were released Friday.

Gyanendra has said he was
forced to take control because of
the failure of the former govern-
ment to stop the communist insur-
gency and corrupuon among pOll-
ticians. But in a meeting with
dozen Nepalese editors inside the
sprawling Narayanhiti Palace on
Thursday, he promised to restore

democracy.

“You have given me something
that is badly infested. Three
years is the maximum we have
asked for [to restore democracy].
If I can, I will definitely shorten
that period,” Gyanendra was quot-
ed as saying by The Kathmandu
Post’s Friday edition.
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Anglicans torn over homosexuality

Leaders to ask U.S., Canada to withdraw from key council for 3 years

BY ROBERT BARR
The Associated Press

NEWRY, Northern Ireland —
Anglican leaders have “no inten-
tion” of watering down the world-
wide communion to deal with ex-
plosive differences over homosex-
uality, a senior bishop said Friday.

Archbishop of Perth Peter
Carnley, primate of Australia’s
Anglican church, said the deci-
sion of Anglican leaders to ask
the U.S. Episcopal Church and
the Anglican Church of Canada to
withdraw from a key council of
the global communion for three
years did not mean the 77 mil-
Tion-strong Anglican community
was heading for a split.

Speaking at the end of a meet-

ing of senior Anglican bishops, or
primates, Carnley rejected sug-
gestion: might be-

sultative Council for the period
leddmg up m (he next Lambeth
An-

ns the
come “a kind of loose-knit federa-
tion.”

“That has no interest for the pri-
mates,” he said. “We are theologi-
cally grounded in the communion
of God the Holy Trinity and that’s
what we want to maintain.”

The Anglican leaders’ meeting
was triggered by the crisis
caused by election of a gay bishop
in the United States and the bless-
ing of same-sex unions there and
in Canada.

In a statement released late
Thursday, the bishops called on
the U.S. and Canadian churches
to “voluntarily withdraw their
members from the Anglican Con-

gllcan gathering due to be held in
2008.

The Episcopal Church, which
is the U.S. province of Anglican-
ism, precipitated the most serious
rift in the communion’s history
when it consecrated V. Gene Rob-
inson as bishop of New Hamp-
shire in November 2003. Robin-
son lives with his longtime male
partner.

Conservatives have also criti-
cized North American dioceses
for allowing blessing ceremonies
for same-sex couples.

The North Americans have been
asked not to attend the next meet-
ing of the consultative council, a

body of bishops, priests and lay
people from national Anglican
churches who meet and consult in
between the once-a-decade Lam-
beth Conferences for the primates.

However, Anglican leaders also
recommended a special hearing
be organized at the council’s gath-
ering in June to allow the North
American churches to send repre-
sentatives who could explain their
views on homosexuality.

“In the meantime, we ask our
fellow primates to use their best
influence to persuade their broth-
ers and sisters to exercise a mora-
torium on public rites of blessing
for same-sex unions and on the
consecration of any bishop living
in a sexual relationship outside
Christian marriage,” the state-
ment said.

“Little Boy,” a gang member, stands Friday behind a prison cell with
other gang members in San Bartolo, El Salvador. Despite concerns,
U.S. officials say there’s no evidence gangs are turning to terrorism.
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Few in U.S. think foreign
gangs will turn to terror

The Associated Press

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador
— Mike Figueroa stood before a
room full of U.S. and Central
American law enforcement offi-
cials and admitted to being a gang
member, a criminal, a drug addict
and a dealer. But no matter what
officials might think, he said, he
and others like him will never be
terrorists.

The increasing
mobility and vio-
lence of gang
members who
often sneak into
the United States
has raised con-
cerns that the
groups could be
exploited by ter-
rorists, feeding
claims by local
governments that al-Qaida might
tap into the region’s growing prob-
lem.

But U.S. and Central American
officials who have investigated
the allegations say there is no evi-
dence linking gangs like the Mara
Salvatrucha to terrorist activity.
Analysts and even gang members
themselves say the idea is
far-fetched.

“There’s never been anything
like that,” said Figueroa, a
33-year-old former member of
the gang.

Born in Los Angeles among Sal-
vadoran migrants, the gang prob-
lem spread to Central America in
the mid-1990s as members were

P —

-

k& 'm not aware
of any
confirmed ties
to terrorism.¥

Kevin Kozak
U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement

deported for crimes like carrying
a weapon or homicide. Members
often return, sneaking back into
the United States.

The FBI and other federal offi-
cials have taken a growing inter-
est in the problem, with U.S. im-
migration and customs officials
tracking deportations and result-
ing returns. Many gang members
now control mi-
grant routes in
southern Mexico,
the first stop on a
long trip north to
the United States.

But U.S. federal
officials at a law
enforcement con-
ference in San Sal-
vador said they
have found no evi-
dence to support
claims by Hondu-
ran security officials and even Sal-
vadoran President Tony Saca that
the gangs could eventually be
lmked to terrorists.

'm not aware of any con-
firmed ties to terrorism,” said
Kevin Kozak, an assistant special
agent for US. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in Long
Beach, California.

Still, Saca opened the confer-
ence — a Monday-Wednesday
event that included nearly 20 U.S.
federal agents from the FBI and
U.S. Customs and Immigration —
by announcing that he could not
rule out the possibility that the
country’s widespread gang prob-
lem had ties to terrorists.
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Cameras not helping

LONDON — The web of se-
curity cameras monitoring
Britain's streets, stations and
shoppmg centers has done lit-

tle to reduce crime or make
people feel safer, according to
a government study released
Thursday.

The government, which
spent  $325 million on
closed-circuit cameras be-
tween 1998 and 2003, said it
had no plans to fund any more.

For the Home Office-funded
study, academics from the Uni-
versity of Leicester studied 14
closed-circuit TV systems in a
variety of settings, including
town centers, parking lots, hos-
pitals and residential areas.
Only the parking lot scheme
was shown to cause a fall in
crime.

Fossil smuggler

BANGKOK, Thailand — A
Thai man who offered dino-
saur fossils and valuable an-
tiques for sale on the Internet
has been arrested for illegally
trading in ancient artifacts
and art, police said Friday.

Acting on a tip-off from U.S.
authorities, undercover police
arrested Piriya Wachachit-

phan, 25, on Monday and con-
ﬁscaled 108 large dinosaur fos-
sils and five boxes containing
smaller pieces from his home
in Bangkok, said police Lt.
Gen. Thani Somboonsab.

Newspaper ban

BERLIN — Germany'’s top
security official on Friday
banned a Turkish-language
newspaper on the groun
that it was being used as the
mouthpiece of an organization
to spread anti-Western and
anti-Semitic hatred.

Interior Minister Otto Schily
said he banned the Anadoluda
Vakit newspaper and its par-
ent Yeni Akit GmbH organiza-
tion because even as prosecu-
tors investigated and applied
pressure, the publication
“markedly increased the inten-
sity of and frequency of the ar-
tlcles with racial hatred con-
tent.”

lllegal cigarettes

CHERBOURG, France —
Authorities  in  northern
France seized 2.8 tons of ciga-
rettes that were hidden inside
cartons of oranges in a British
truck, the French customs
agency said Wednesday.

Some 14,150 cartons of ciga-
rettes, valued at $933,500,
were found Sunday inside the
fruit boxes when the truck was
stopped at the port of Cher-
bourg as it headed to Britain.

e vehicle was coming
from Spain.
From The Associated Press
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Gunman kills ex-wife, bystander

The Associated Press

TYLER, Texas — A man angered over a
child support dispute with his ex-wife opened
fire with an AK-47 assault rifle outside the
Smith County Courthouse, killing her and a
man who tried to stop the bloodshed.

Before police killed the gunman a few miles
away Thursday afternoon, three law enforce-
ment officers and the man’s son, who had
been acting as a mediator be(ween his par-
ents, lay wounded on the historic courthouse
square.

Police estimated David Hernandez Arroyo
Sr., who had a history of spousal abuse and
weapons violations, shot 50 rounds outside the
courthouse. Arroyo. 43, wore a military flak
jacket and a bulletproof vest.

“He definitely came well-armed and pre-
pared. We do understand there had been

Attack outside Texas courthouse leaves 4 wounded

some threats made by him the previous
week,” Police Chief Gary Swindle said.

But Joshua Wintters, an attorney who repre-
sented 41-year-old Maribel Estrada, said he
doesn’t believe she thought her ex-husband
was dangerous. Estrada worked at a meat
packing plant in Tyler and raised a
17-year-old and a 6-year-old with the help of
her eldest son, Wintters said.

Estrada and Mark Alan Wilson, 52, died in
the gunfire. Smith County Sheriff's Deputy
Sherman Dollison, 28, was in critical condi-
tion at East Texas Medical Center on Friday
morning after being shot four times — in the
lungs and legs. The man’s son,

shot in the legs and was in fair condition Fri-
day. A sheriffs lieutenant and a Tyler police
detective were treated and released.

Friends who visited the son in the hospital
Thursday night said he told them that his fa-
ther was always open about having a collec-
tion of weapons. The younger Arroyo said his
father told him not to be afraid to use the guns
if he were threatened, the friends said.

Aurea Seanez said the son told them, “And
look now, he used them on us.”

Wilson was credited with saving the son’s

.
“One of the deputies at the scene said if it
hadn’t been for Mr. Wilson, the son would be

23-year-old David Hernandez Arroyo Jr., was ~ dead,” Sheriff J.B. Smith said.

David Hernandez Arroyo Sr.

Where have all the shoulder-fired missiles gone?

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It has been known for
years that thousands of light and lethal
shoulder-fired missiles are in black-market
circulation. What is not known is exactly
who has them and whether many have fall-
en into the hands of terrorists or criminals.

A worrisome puzzle, it explains why the
United States and Russia signed an agree-
ment Thursday to cooperate in destroying
surplus Soviet-era SA-7s and other portable
anti-aircraft missiles. The smallest of these
are durable, relatively cheap and easy to

The United States also has understand-
ings with several other countries, including
Nicaragua, Bosnia, Cambodia and Liberia,
for Washington to provide technical assis-
tance or money to destroy anti-aircraft mis-
siles.

The State Department estimates that
about 1 million shoulder-fired anti-aircraft
missiles have been produced worldwide
since the 1950s. The number believed to be
in the hands of “nonstate actors,” such as
terrorist groups, is “in the thousands,” the
department says.

“What’s driving this is concern about the

Boese, research director at the private
Arms Control Association. A single success-
ful missile attack on a passenger plane
could paralyze the airline industry, at enor-
mous economic loss, he said.

There has been only one known attempt
against a commercial airliner outside of a
war zone. In November 2002, two sur-
face-to-air missiles barely missed an Israeli
charter airliner taking off from the airport
in Mombasa, Kenya, with tourists returning
to Israel. Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work claimed responsibility for the attempt.

The U.S.-Russian agreement signed by

fense Minister Sergei Ivanov calls for shar-
ing information about exports of these mis-
siles to third countries.

Of note, Boese said, is the absence of a
commitment by either Washington or Mos-
cow to halt the exports.

The United States began selling its Sting-
er shoulder-fired missile to foreign coun-
tries in 1982. The CIA secretly transferred
an estimated 2,000 to Afghanistan mujahe-
deen rebels in the mid-1980s, and they were
used to down hundreds of Soviet helicopters
and transport aircraft.

There also are an unknown number of
SA-7 and other types of shoulder-fired mis-

smuggle.

threat to commercial aviation,”

" said Wade

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and De-

siles in the hands of insurgents in Iraq.

Texas study: Black, Hispanic
drivers stopped at higher rates

BY KELLEY SHANNON
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Two out of
three Texas law enforcement
agencies searched black and His-
panic drivers at higher rates than
white motorists at traffic stops in
2003, according to a racial profil-
ing study released Thursday.

When searched, however,
white motorists were at least as
likely as blacks or Hispanics to be
found with illegal items such as
drugs or weapons, the report
found.

The data were compiled from
information more than 1,000
Texas law enforcement depart-
ments were required to record
under state law. Most of the agen-
cies responded to public informa-
tion requests for the study.

The findings show large dispari-
ties between minority and white
motorists who were stopped and
searched, said Scott Henson,
spokesman for the American
Civil Liberties Union of Texas.
“Now the question becomes: Why
is that?” he said.

James McLaughlin Jr., execu-
tive director of the Texas Police
Chiefs Association, said he hadn’t
seen the study, but that the find-
ings didn’t sound new.

“It’s a replay of the reports that

AP

Gary Bledsoe, president of the NAACP of Texas, on Thursday discuss-
es a study on racial profiling that claims that two out of three Texas law
enforcement agencies reported searching blacks and Hispanics at

higher rates than whites.
were put out a year or so ago,” he
said.

Such studies are generally
flawed, he said, because they
don’t take into account factors
such as the time of day a stop is
made, the part of town and other
variables.

The study’s recommendations
include adopting uniform report-

ing standards for racial profiling
data; requiring extra data to be
collected by police agencies; and
establishing an independent state-
wide repository for reports.

The report also recommended
banning consent searches —
when an officer seeks a motorist’s
permission to do a search to look
for illegal items, even if there is
10 probable cause.

Connecticut legislative panel backs unions

HARTFORD, Conn. — Connecticut’s legislature moved closer to
legalizing civil unions for same-sex couples, as a key panel ap-
proved a measure that could make it the first state in the country to
recognize gay unions through legislative action rather than court
order.

The legislature’s Joint Judiciary Committee voted 25-13 to pass a
bill Wednesday that would give gay and lesbian couples the same
state rights as married heterosexuals, except for the right to obtain
amarriage license.

Proponents said Thursday the civil unions measure has biparti-
san support among lawmakers and will likely pass the House and
Senate by early June, when the session ends.

Former Steeler Swann readying for campaign

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Former Pittsburgh Steelers star Lynn
Swann has formed a campaign committee to raise money for a po-
tential run for governor in 2006.

Swann named his committee Team 88, the number he wore as a
wide receiver for the Steelers from 1974 to 1982, when the team
won four Super Bowls.

On Wednesday, Swann filed papers to form a campaign commit-
tee for governor, which allows him to begin raising money for a
campaign.

Winter storm blankets Northeast

A winter storm blanketed the Northeast on Thursday, forcing the
federal government and schools around the region to close early
and triggering a spate of accidents during the afternoon rush hour.

The snow coated an area that included Delaware, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, New Jersey and New York, and was expected to move
north later in the day. Several cities reported accumulations of
about 6 inches, and some were bracing for up to 9 inches.

In New Jersey, trains were unusually crowded and passengers
slipped on unshoveled platforms. Planes were reported delayed by
up to two hours at Newark airport. Several accidents reduced traf-
fic on New Jersey’s clogged roads to a crawl.

The forecast amounts would push 2004-05 snowfall totals past the
seasonal average in most places in New Jersey.

Drivers in the nation’s capital found mostly wet road conditions
as pavement temperatures hovered just above freezing most of the
day. About 1,500 road crews in Maryland were salting the roads.
From The Associated Press
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BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Privacy ad-
vocates say a committee set up re-
cently to advise the Homeland Se-
curity Department on privacy is-
sues amounts to little more than a
fox guarding a chicken coop.

One member works for a

ment contractor.

A third works
for a defense con-
tractor from which thieves stole
personal information on thou-
sands of employees, making
them vulnerable to identity
theft.

Bruce Schneier, chief technol-
ogy officer of Counterpane Inter-
net Security, a Mountain View,
Calif., computer security compa-
ny, and author of “Beyond
Fear,” said he looked at the
20-member list and laughed.

“It’s just plain weird,” Schnei-
er said Thursday. “Where are all
the privacy people?”

Homeland Security Chief Pri-
vacy Officer Nuala O’Connor
Kelly said the committee repre-

manager of privacy Web
site UnSecureFlight.com

sents a cross-section of view-
points, including people who
have criticized the department.

“We picked the best board
from the people who applied,”
said Kelly, adding that more than
130 people applied for the com-
mittee that she announced
‘Wednesday.

Privacy is a sensitive issue for

high-tech company that distribut-  the Homeland Security Depart-
ed software that many computer ment as it embarks on ambitious
users _cor:i]plame;i plans to look into
containe ad- . the backgrounds
s 6k The chickens e
Another works . boards a plane,
for a conglomer- Ve quite @ el o
ate whose subsid- s try or works in
fary tumed over  1UMbeT OF foxes ¥ o wors
personal records in there.9¥ tion industry.
of airline passen- _ But some com-
gers to a govern- Bill Scannell  itee members

have had their
own problems
with information
privacy and security. They in-
clude:

W Samuel Wright, senior vice
president of Cendant Corp. Cen-
dant owns Galileo, a computer
reservation system that turned
passenger records over to a gov-
ernment contractor  without
their permission or knowledge,
according to testimony last year
by Transportation Security Ad-
‘ministration chief David Stone.

W Joseph Leo, vice president
of Science Applications Interna-
uonal Corp. Thleves stole com-

Homeland Security panel
angers privacy advocates

Some say members lack necessary knowledge

contractor involved in some of
the U.S. government’s most sen-
sitive work.

W D. Reed Freeman, chief pri-
vacy officer for Claria Corp. In
February 2003, Claria, then
known as Gator, settled a suit
brought by The New York
Times, The Washington Post and
other media companies for in-
stalling unauthorized pop-up ads
on their Web sites.

Freeman, who worked in pri-
vacy enforcement at the Federal
Trade Commission, went to Clar-
ia after the company got into
trouble for its practices, Kelly
said.

But privacy advocates say the
list doesn’t include what they
call the “usual suspects” from
their own ranks.

“The chickens have quite a
number of foxes in there,” said
Bill Scannell, who manages the
privacy Web site UnSecure-
Flight.com.

Despite the criticism, Kelly
pointed to several privacy advo-
cates on the board: Tara Lem-
mey, former executive director
of the Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation, a privacy rights group;
Lance Hoffman, a George Wash-
ington University professor; and
James Harper, editor of Privacil-
la.org and a self-described critic
of government surveillance.

personal infor-
manon on tens of thousands of
employees of SAIC, a defense

The will meet four
times a year and set its own agen-

da, Kelly said.

Flight 93 memorial designers meet

SOMERSET, Pa. — The designers who gathered
Thursday at the Somerset Historical Center believe
they have come up with an idea for a national memo-
rial that will not only represent what happened in
the sky and on the ground on Sept. 11, 2001, but also
communicate the story decades from now.

Representatives from the five groups of finalists
in the Flight 93 national memorial design competi-
tion met not far from the crash site near Shanksville
to gather information that could help them flesh out
their design concepts. The finalists have until June
15 to submit more detailed plans to a second jury,
which will select a winning design by Sept. 11.

Boy dies in Calif. gang shooting

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Gang members opened
fire on a group of students a block from a high
school Thursday, killing an 11th grader and injuring
another boy, police said.

No arrests were made but there are “some very
good leads,” Sgt. David Cannan said. The identities
of the victims and their ages were not immediately
released.

Cannan said about 10 students were walking
away from Cabrillo High School about 1:30 p.m.
after classes had ended for the day when they were
confronted by a group of gang members.

Maintenance worker shoots boss

LOS ANGELES — A street maintenance worker
who had reportedly been reprimanded for coming
in late shot and killed his boss and another employ-
ee, authorities said.

The suspect, who was not immediately identified,

n drove himself to a police station and surren-
dered Thursday night. Police found an AK-47 rifle
in his car.

The Los Angeles Times quoted sources as saying
that the man had been admonished for being late
Thursday morning, and the dispute escalated
throughout the day. The man left work in the after-
noon and came back with a gun, police said.

The victims worked for the city’s Bureau of Street
Services for more than 20 years, police said.

Cash-toting justice robbed

CLEVELAND — An Ohio Supreme Court justice
had $18,000 of his money stolen from his state-is-
sued car while he was being honored at a high
school dinner, authorities said.

Justice Terrence O’Donnell, 59, told police the
theft occurred Feb. 16 in the
Flats riverfront entertainment
district, where he parked his
car for the St. Edward High
School event.
|  O'Donnell, 59, received the
'| school’s 2004 Alumnus of the
Year honor.

When he returned to the car,
awindow was smashed and the
money and a briefcase were
missing, according to a police
report.

said he keeps large
amounts of cash at home and had planned to deposit
the money in a checking account to pay for home re-
pairs.
From The Associated Press
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Kansas attorney
general seeking
abortion records

The Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. — The Kansas
attorney general, a staunch oppo-
nent of abortion, has demanded
the medical records of nearly 90
woman and girls who
late-term abortions, saying he
needs the material to investigate
crimes.

The two abortion clinics in-
volved in the case say the state
has no right to such personal in-
formation and are fighting the re-
quest in the Kansas Supreme
Court.

But Attorney General Phill
Kline insisted Thursday he needs
the records because he has “the
duty to investigate and prosecute
child rape and other crimes in
order to protect Kansas chil-
dren.”

Sex involving someone under
16 is illegal in Kansas, and it is il-
legal in the state for doctors to
perform an abortion after 22
weeks unless there is reason to be-
lieve it is needed to protect the
mother’s health.

The clinics argued that unless
the high court intervenes, women
who obtained abortions  could

find government agents knocking
at their door.

The clinics said Kline demand-
ed their complete medical
records for women and girls who
sought abor-
tions at least
weeks

their
pregnancies
in 2003.
Court papers
did not iden-
tify the clin-

) sought in-
clude the pa-
tient’s name,

medical history, details of her sex

life, birth control practices and
psychological profile.

The clinics are offering to pro-
vide records with some key infor-
mation edited out.

On Oct. 21, state District Judge
Richard derson ruled that
Kline could have the files. The
clinics then filed an appeal with
the high court. No hearing has
been scheduled.

Kline

Ablack box flight recorder is displayed at the United Nations in this

2004 photo. The black boxes that help determine the causes of ai

iner

crashes will have to hold more data and be more reliable, the Federal
Aviation Administration said Thursday.

FAA nixes cockpit cameras,
mandates better black boxes

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — No  video
cameras would be required in air-
liner cockpits under proposed fed-
eral regulations, but the black
boxes collecting flight informa-
tion must be capable of holding
far more data for use in crash in-
vestigations, the Federal Aviation
Administration says.

The National Transportation
Safety Board had recommended
that aircraft be required to have
video cameras. Some pilots, how-
ever, have expressed concerns
about invasion of privacy and con-
tended the constant presence of a
camera could make it harder to
do their jobs.

Although the FAA rejected the
video camera requirement, it
called for stricter requirements
for the black boxes. The NTSB,
which investigates crashes, had
lobbied for more data gathering
in cockpits.

Safety investigators have cited
the failure of black boxes to yield
useful information about several
fatal airliner accidents, including
the 1998 crash of Swissair Flight
111 off the coast of Halifax, Nova
Scotia, and the 1999 crash of
EgyptAir Flight 990 off the Massa-
chusetts coast.

In those two accidents, the
black boxes shut off before the
planes crashed.
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FedEx cracks down

PIKEVILLE, Ky. — FedEx
Corp. has stopped delivering
packages from online pharma-
cies to portions of eastern Ken-
tucky where prescription drug
abuse has become wide-

spread.

“We don’t tolerate the use of
our system for illegal purpos-
es,” said Ryan Furby, a spokes-
man for the global shipping
giant based in Memphis, Tenn.
Deliveries in some communi-
ties stopped two weeks ago, he
said, and people who order
drugs online must go to a
FedEx station in London, Ky.,
to pick them up.

Drug dealers and abusers
have increasingly turned to or-
dering prescriptions from unli-
censed Internet pharmacies as
law enforcement agencies
crack down on local doctors
‘who prescribe pills without le-
gitimate medical reasons.

by said he doesn’t know
when FedEx will resume deliv-
eries in the areas hardest hit
by the prescription drug epi-
demic. He said deliveries
stopped “because of the sensi-
tivities of where they’re origi-
nating and the possible con-
tents of the packages.”

Mingled remains

SEABROOK, N.-H. — An un-
licensed crematorium that
may have mingled human re-
mains took bodies from Maine
and Rhode Island as well as
Massachusetts and  New
Hampshire, a court document
showed Friday.

Most of the bodies cremated
at Bayview Crematorium
came from Massachusetts, but
some of the dozens of crema-
tion certificates from last year
viewed by investigators were
for bodies from the other
states, a search warrant appli-
cation in Hampton District
Court says. State Police Detec-
tive Jill Rockey requested the
warrant, which led to the clo-
sure of Bayview this week.

A search revealed two bod-
ies being cremated in the same
oven, which Rockingham
County Attorney Jim Reams
called appalling and unethical.

Writer’s widow talks

ASPEN, Colo. — The widow
of journalist Hunter S. Thomp-
son said her husband killed
himself while the two were
talking on the phone.

“I was on the phone with
him, he set the receiver down
and he did it. I heard the click-
ing of the gun,” Anita Thomp-
son told the Aspen Daily News
in Friday’s editions.

She said her husband had
asked her to come home from
a health club so they could
work on his weekly ESPN col-
umn — but instead of saying
goodbye, he set the telephone
down and shot himself.

Thompson said she heard a
Joud, muffled noise, but didn’t
know what had happened. “T
was waiting for him to get
back on the phone,” she said.

Hunter Thompson, famous
for “Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas” and other works of
New Journalism, shot himself
in the head Sunday in the kitch-
en of his Aspen-area home. He
was 67.

From The Associated Press
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Bridge suicide barrier considered

About 1,300 have killed themselves on Golden Gate Bridge since it opened

BY TERENCE CHEA
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Golden
Gate Bridge officials moved clos-
er to building a barrier to prevent
people from jumping off the fa-
mous suspension bridge, where
about 1,300 people have killed
themselves since the landmark
opened in 1937.

Officials voted Thursday to de-
velop a plan and explore funding
for the suicide barrier after hear-
ing emotional testimony from
friends and family of people who
jumped off the iconic bridge con-
necting San Francisco and Marin
County.

The decision by a committee of
the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway
and Transportation District still
must be approved by the district’s
board of directors when it meets
March 11.

All the nearly 20 people who
testified Thursday urged commit-
tee members to erect the barrier.

“I don’t want one more family
member to go through this pain,”
said Terry Oxford of San Jose,
whose 26-year-old daughter, Jen-
nifer, jumped to her death last

week. “She chose this bridge be-
cause it was accessible.”

An average of 20 people a year
commit suicide by pitching them-
selves over the  bridge’s
4>-foot-high rail. Four have al-
ready done so this year.

“This is the place where the
most  preventable  suicides
occur,” said Eve Meyer, execu-
tive director of San Francisco Sui-
cide Prevention. “These are the
most impulsive, least p]anned
and least strategized suicides.”

Building a suicide barrier on
the bridge has been suggested for
decades, but the idea gained mo-
mentum earlier this year when
bridge officials learned that a
filmmaker had filmed 19 people
jumping off the bridge. Eric Steel
told the bridge district he had in-
tended to “capture the grandeur”
of the bridge but ended up mak-
ing a movie about its history of
suicides.

Earlier this week, district staff
members said it would take about
two years and $2 million to devel-
op a plan for the barrier and an-
other two years to build it. The
cost of the barrier depends on the
design.

The Golden Gate Bridge i is shown from Fort Point in San Francisco. A

to look into the

that a study be

feasibility of installing suicide barriers on the Golden Gate Bridge.

Shuttle commander
is ready for mission

Collins unsure of
repair techniques

The Associated Press

SPACE CENTER, Houston —
The commander of the first mis-
sion since space shuttle Columbia
broke apart two years ago said
she’s ready to return to orbit, but
still is uncertain about in-flight re-
pair techniques developed so far.

“There is still more testing to
be done,” space shuttle Discovery
Commander Eileen Collins said
Thursday while standing on the
deck of the space center’s neutral
buoyancy lab — an indoor pool
that contains mock-ups of the
shuttle and International Space
Station where astronauts practice
spacewalks.

Collins and her crew on Thurs-
day practiced the second of three
spacewalks scheduled for their
mission, in which mission special-
ists SO]Chl Noguchi and Steve Rob-
inson will replace one of the
space station’s four gyroscopes.
The gyroscopes, one of which
hasn’t worked since 2002, control
the station’s orientation.

The mission, set to launch May
15, will test new external tank de-
signs, processes to minimize dam-
aging debris during launch, new
ground and camera ﬂigm sys-
tems to detect damage, and tech-
niques for in-flight inspection and
repair of shuttle tile.

It will be the first time U.S. as-
tronauts have returned to space
on a shuttle since the Columbia di-
saster Feb. 1, 2003.

“The one big thing we have

S

Shuttle Commander Eileen Col-
lins, left, talks with astronaut
Stephen Robinson as he prepares
for underwater training.

over Columbia is we'll know the
health of our vehicle,” said shut-
tle pilot Jim Kelly.

During Columbia’s doomed
flight, a piece of fuel-tank foam
pierced one of the thermal panels
along the edge of the left wing,
causing a gash that led to the shut-
tle’s destruction during re-entry.

“Now we have to launch with
the faith that we fixed the exter-

tank,” Collins said. “I don’t
think we are going to have any
damage to the exterior of the shut-
tle, but we could. So we do have
these techniques on board.”

Those repair techniques, which
would occur during a spacewalk,
include affixing a patch to cover a
hole or applying a special goo to
fill any cracks. “I'm not sure if T
am ready to say, ‘Yes, I would fly
home on any of those repair tech-
niques,” Collins said.

“I'would really like to see them
tested.”

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ads featuring
Olympic gold-medal skater Dor-
othy Hamill helped send sales of
the prescription pain reliever
Vioxx soaring. And a catchy
tune reminding arthritis suffer-
ers that taking Celebrex would
have them celebrating cement-
ed its spot in the pantheon of
drugs with yearly revenues of
‘more than $1 billion.

he ads prompted millions of
patients to ask for and get a
class of specialized medicines
most really didn’t need — and
that now have been linked to an
increased risk of heart attack
and strokes.

That reality is casting a harsh
spotlight on pharmaceutical ad-
vertising, which has become
ubiquitous since federal regula-
tors relaxed rules in 1997, pav-
ing the way for medicines to be
promoted on television.

Ad executives and drug com-
pany officials say changes in ad-
vertising strategies are almost a
certainty in the wake of the
Vioxx and Celebrex news and
new studies showing a consum-
er backlash. Commercials fea-
turing active, happy people with
only an obligatory discussion of
side effects are not doing
enough to explain the inherent
risk in taking drugs, experts
sa

“This has been a big wake up
call for pharmaceutical compa-
nies,” said Frank Ginsberg,
chairman of Avrett Free Gins-
berg, aNew York-based ad agen-
cy. “I think there will be some
dramatic changes.”

Only 18 percent of consumers
believe pharmaceutical ads can
be trusted “most of the time,” ac-

Drug ad changes are likely
since Vioxx, Celebrex woes

Plugging drugs
The prescription drugs that
manufacturers spent the most
promotional money on in 2004,
according to IMS Health:
Lexapro, Forest Pharmaceuticals

Celebrex, Pfizer

Crestor, AstraZeneca

Bextra, Pfizer

Lipitor, Plizer

Advair Diskus, GlaxoSmithKiine

Vioxx, Merck
NOTE
Includes
costs of sales
representatives
. directed to
Nexium, AstraZeneca  Giece
and pharmacies,
as well as costs
of advertising in
medical joumnals

Zoloft, Pfizer

Singulair, Merck

SOURCE:WSHealh AP

cording to a study released Fri-
day by the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. That's down by almost
half since 1997, when one-third
of people surveyed said you
could trust ads most of the time.

Meanwhile, a study by Ipo-
sos-Insight Corp. found that con-
sumer response to pharmaceuti-
cal advertising has been steadi-
ly declining since 2002. Last Au-
gust, 19 percent of those sur-
veyed said an ad prompted
them to call or visit a doctor.
That’s down from 25 percent in
February 2002.
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Teachers:

BY KELLEY SHANNON
The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Long after the last school bell
rings, first-grade teacher Kim Thonhoff is buy-
ing trinkets for her students.

Stephanie Reed is shopping, too, spending
$40 on math books, posters and other supplies
for her first-grade classroom.

They aren’t alone.

Public school educators in Texas frequently
spend their own money at education supply
stores — even though many of them can't af-
ford it. Some of those teachers are critical of
lawmakers, saying they need to pay teachers
more or lose them to more lucrative fields.

“Ireally do think that the Legislature needs
to put some money into teacher salaries, and
they need to upgrade the professional status
of the teacher,” Thonhoff said. “People really
don’t appreciate much of what a teacher
does.”

Teacher salaries are part of the equation as
lawmakers wrestle with public school fund-
ing, contemplating putting billions more dol-
lars into the education system. Some teachers’
groups are pushing for a raise for all teachers.
Republican legislative leaders are steering to-
ward incentive pay based on performance or
local needs.

A survey by the American Federation of
Teachers shows that Texas salaries were

$5,799 less than the national average for the
2002-03 school year, the most recent year for
which data is available. That put Texas 30th in
the nation, at an average of $39,972.

California led the nation. South Dakota was
last.

In Texas, state-mandated minimum pay
starts at $24,240 for a 10-month contract for
beginning teachers. It goes up to $33,730 for
10 years of experience and $40,800 for 20
years or more. Some districts pay higher. The
Statewide average for beginning teachers in
2002-03 was $31,874, slightly above the nation-
al average, according to the federation sur-
vey.

The Texas Federation of Teachers is asking
lawmakers for a $3,000 across-the-board raise
as part of a school finance package, although
that still wouldn’t put teachers at the national
salary average, said federation president
John Cole.

The Texas teachers’ federation says it
would support some incentives, including
extra pay for experienced teachers who move
to hard. ff schools or for i in
fields without enough teachers.

But the Texas federation opposes linking
raises to student scores on standardized
tests. Teachers can get a federal income tax
credit for purchasing supplies, but many say
it’s common to spend more than that credit
amount.
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Raises needed to keep educators

Kim Thonhoff, a
first-grade school
teacher, purchas-
es educational
supplies for her
students last
week in Austin,
Texas. Public
school teachers
frequently spend
their own money
at education
supply stores.
Some Texas
teachers are
quick to criticize
state lawmakers
for not boosting
their pay despite
such expendi-
tures. Texas
teachers’ salaries
are helow the
national average.

AP

Frank Lloyd Wright homes for sale : = eric prat Hse.,

Status of buildings by architect
Frank Lloyd Wright and the
asking price:

B Lindholm Service

Station, Clouet,
Minn. $725,000

 Wyoming Valley Grammar School,
Spring Green, Wis. Withdrawn

Galesburg, Mich. $375,000

' Donald & Mary Lou Schaberg Hse.,

Okemos, Mich. $1.6 mil.

. W Andrew B. & Maude Cooke

Hse. Virginia Beach, Va. $2.5 mil.

® Emil Bach
House, Chicago 'SP
To be auctioned 2
W S.A. Foster
House & Stable,
Chicago Sold

B Charles F. Glore Hse.

® Dr. George & Millie Lake Forest, Ill. ~ $2.2 mil.
Albin Hse., Bakersfield, B Charles E. Roberts Stable,
Calif. $1.6 mil. Oak Park, Ill $895,000

The Associated Press

MOUNT POCONO, Pa.
Heart-shaped bathtub, anyone?
More than 80 of them will be auc-
tioned off next month, along with
Engelbert Humperdinck’s
gold-painted headboard and thou-
sands of other items from the
once-celebrated  Mount  Airy

d

ge.

Closed since 2001 because of fi-
nancial problems, Mount Airy is
now boarded up and falling apart.
Owner Louis DeNaples wants to
sell pretty much everything that
isn’t bolted down — and some
things that are.

Auctioneer Bob Teel expects
the March 5-6 sale to attract an-
tique dealers hote].\ers and res-

SOURCE: Frank Lioyd Wright Building Conservancy

Wright home to be auctioned

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — If you think sell-
ing a house designed by the most
famous architect in American his-
tory is easy, think again.

After several months on the mar-
ket, a 1915 Frank Lloyd Wright
house on Chicago’s North Side is
going on the auction block, with
bids starting at $750,000. A few
years ago, another Wright house
sold at auction in Cincinnati for
only about $400,000.

“There was always a relatively
small market for them,” said
Ronald Scherubel, executive direc-
tor of the Frank Lloyd erghl
Building Conservancy. “Even
when he [Wright] was alive they
weren't for everybody.”

But the hard sell on Wright hous-

es runs deeper than their histori-
cal lack of appeal. First, owners
often can’t remodel or even paint
the homes without permission
from some government official.

Chicago designated the
four-bedroom Emil Bach House a
landmark in 1977, so both the city
and the Landmarks Preservation
Council of Illinois must now sign
off an any substantial changes,
Scherubel said.

“That house is really intended
to stay that house,” said Frank Dil-
iberto, senior vice president of In-
land Real Estate Auction, which is
handling the March 8 sale.

Then, there’s the way Wright
laid out his Prairie-style homes
and their size — usually on the
small side. Unlike modern houses,
with their roomy kitchens and bed-

rooms, Wright built homes with
spacious living rooms and dining
areas. Kitchens were simply plac-
es to prepare food and bedrooms
were just for sleeping.

Some of Wright's early homes
also have developed expensive
structural problems, such as sag-
ging roofs. Scherubel said the
Emil Bach House didn’t appear to
have those problems.

The biggest problem the Emil
Bach House might have is its loca-
tion. When it was built, it was a
country home with a Lake Michi-
gan view. Today, it’s on a busy
street lined with apartments and
businesses.

But Inland’s Diliberto says the
neighborhood won't dissuade peo-
ple who want to own one of just
380 Wright houses in the United
States

who smyed at Mount “Airy, once
the largest resort in the Poconos.

“This sale has generated tre-
mendous interest, not only be-

Closed Poconos lodge sells
all, even heart-shaped tubs

cause of the items but because of
the history,” he said.

Mount Airy had its heyday in
the 1960s and °'70s, when it
grossed upward of $50 million a
year and sold more liquor than
any other licensee in Pennsylva-
nia. Some of the biggest names in
show business appeared there
regularly, from Humperdinck to
Bob Hope to Tony Bennett.

DeNaples, a Scranton-area busi-
nessman, recently bought the
lodge for more than $25 million,
and he is widely expected to
apply for a slot-machine casino li-
cense.

Items to be sold next month in-
clude about 260 RCA 27-inch tele-
visions, commercial-grade restau-
rant equipment, crystal chande-
liers, disco balls, paddle boats
and a nine-hole miniature golf
course. And, of course, the
heart-shaped bathtubs, although
buyers should have plenty of dis-
infectant ready.

A heart-shaped bath tub from the Mount Airy Lodge in Mount Pocono,
Pa., will be one of more than 80 of the tubs among items auctioned off
on March 5 and 6.
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EDITOR

Short-sighted on SGLI?

After reading the “short comment”
about the raise in the servicemembers’
death gratuity and insurance payment
plans (“Financial responsibility first,” let-
ter, Feb. 18), I wonder how many operate
under the same misconceptions.

Before woe is cried on the government’s
behalf, note that Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance is a group life insurance
plan. While all pay into it, only some are
paid. There is a substantial amount of
‘money making ever more money for the in-
surance company that beneficiaries will
never see. Note also that raising the ser-
vicemember’s benefit will not come with-
out raising the servicemember’s premi-
um.
The benefit, the letter writer concedes
with some chagrin, will not originate with
the government. It will come from the
pockets of every paying servicemember,
Jjust as it does now.

On the heels of an otherwise-friendly re-
minder to educate one’s spouse of the
death benefit came a not-so-friendly as-
sumption that there are those for whom
the death benefit outweighs the death, and
a misguided belief about where that bene-
fit comes from in the first place. Pity, the
comment wasn't as short as the sight.

Diana Hartman
Stuttgart, Germany

Who's to blame for obesity?

After reading the article “Fitness class
aims to cut the fat among teens” (Feb. 17,
Europe edition), I am still amazed that we
need to do this kind of after-school activity
for our students.

I would not put the blame on the stu-
dents, though. I put the blame on parents
and Department of Defense Dependents
Schools and the schools from where the
students are coming in the States.

M It is proven that a good breakfast (not

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

W All schools should require physical ed-
ucation every day, for every year of
school. It didn’t hurt us baby boomers to
take PE every day for every year of
school.

Itis about time that the United States re-
alizes that both of these [problems] have
brought to our nation the obesity we see
today. But, then again, fighting obesity and
its consequences is now a big business —
unfortunately.

Linda Scharff
Aviano, Italy

Remembering the ‘Alamo’

With day and night mortar incoming at-
tacks and a lot of action, the “Alamo” has
been home for American soldiers assigned
to train and advise the 303rd Iraqi Nation-
al Guard.

The Alamo is a small compound inside
Forward Operating Base Hawk, northwest
of Baghdad.

When Capt. Joseph Pace and the first
noncommlcsmned officers and soldlers of

Pop-Tarts or the like) is neces-
sary for everyone so that the “fast” is “bro-
ken” and our bodies and brains are fed. So,
make sure our parents feed their children
a good, well-rounded breakfast. Educate
them to feed their children breakfast.

Doonesbury Flashbacks

ANOTHER THING THATS KiLl-

ING THE. /NWV W /9

OUT-OF-CONTROL. (0875}

MUSIC OF WFWZ/KE”/AL
BE MADE ON THE

Comj
ny 2-12 Cavdlry " atotalof 10 — armived
at this installation, there were no windows,
doors, electricity, showers, protection
fence, dining facility, furniture and other
commodities.

It was more than one year ago and I was
part of it. We helped to install, repair and
fix. We had the strong determination from
the first day to defeat the enemy, defend
and always protect the Alamo.

Without a post exchange, Internet cafe,
gyms and entertainment, the Alamo was a
witness to the release of hundreds of pris-
oners of Abu Ghraib prison. We also saw
recruitments of new police and Iraqi sol-
diers, international journalists, interpret-
ers, rocket attacks, assistance to casual-
ties, and the important development of
Iragi soldiers who learned and accom-
plished multiple missions.

To make proficient Iraqi soldiers who
were not well-equipped, who had lan-
guage barriers and who did not have an
idea of what the chain of command or Uni-
form Code of Military Justice were, did
not take a week. Did we get awards or re-
wards for the accomplished job? None.
Safety and progress were more important.

We are now miles away from the Alamo.
Besides leaving it in secure hands, we
know that we did a very important mission
and contributed to the reconstruction of
Iraq.

Staff Sgt. Walter Challapa
Camp Victory, Kuwait

Thanks to howling center staff

I just wanted to take the time and thank
the Ramstein Bowling Center staff for a
terrific job during Presidents Day week-

end.

The Rhein-Pfalz Youth Bowling Associ:
tion hosted its annual tournament there
and the staff did a terrific job all weekend.
There were a lot of eager bowlers and
even more anxious parents to keep happy,
and you did a wonderful job.

All too often the facilities and staff are
bad-mouthed. I want to let you all know
that I, for one, appreciated the job you did.

So, to Maria, Robert, Rip, Mel, John,
Phil, Eric, Daniel and everyone else who
worked the long weekend, I want to give
you all a really big thank you. This is one
parent who really appreciates the effort.

Michael A. Dunn
Kaiserslautern, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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49 cats, 1 trailer

LAGRANGE — Two
residents of a trailer
from which Humane Soci-
ety agents removed 49 sick
cats have been charged
with cruelty to animals.
Mary Delgizzi, 44, and

charge, a Class D of-
fense punishable by
up to 364 days in jail
and a fine of up to $2,000, accord-
ing to Penobscot County Deputy
District Attorney Michael Roberts.
Animal Welfare Program offi-
cials last week described the mo-
bile home as “a giant litter box”
with layers of feces and cat urine
covering the floor and a horrible
stench pervading the trailer.

Robert Venti, 54, are to ap- |
pear March 1 in Lincoln
District Court on the l

Toot-wear prompts suit

SANFORD — Call it flatu-
lent footwear.

Customers complained that with
every step, their shoes made the
sound of someone passing gas.

“They were whoopie cushions
for the feet,” said Bryan Thomas,
an officer with shoe maker Goose-
bumps Products Inc.

The Orlando-area company sued
a supplier, accusing it of delivering
the wrong chemical for an insole
gel, giving the shoes an

4
AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

across the upper deck of the Bay
Bridge smoking a cigarette. He
rolled down the window of his
white 2004 Ford Expedition SUV
and tossed out the butt, authorities

said.

Instead of bounding along the
pavement, however, the still-lit cig-
arette blew back in and set the inte-
rior of Fish’s $30,000 SUV ablaze,
he told police.

Fish pulled over to the far
left-hand lane and leaped from the
Expedition. Fish had his hair
singed but was otherwise un-
harmed.

a

sound effect.

“It very nearly put us out of busi-
ness,” Thomas said.

The suit claims Bell Chem Corp.
of Longwood delivered a low-
grade glycerin that was watered
down in late 2002 and early 2003.
That caused air bubbles to form in-
side the insoles, it said.

Location mixup
CHACO CULTURE NA-
TIONAL HISTORIC
PARK — This natural wonderland
made it onto a list of 10 favorite hid-
den parks — but the list hid it even
‘more, by locating it in Arizona.

The Coalition of National Park
Service Retirees released a list of
‘members’ favorite parks, but acci-
dentally listed the archaeological
site in Arizona instead of Chaco
Canyon.

The 400-member group discov-
ered the mistake and fixed it, said
coalition coordinator Bill Wade.

“That mistake slipped through
several reviewers, but really, we
know it's in New Mexico,” Wade
said.

Man guilty of child porn

BALTIMORE — A man

plctured molesting a
young boy in an image distributed
over the Internet pleaded guilty to
sexually exploiting the boy for the
purpose of producing child pornog-
raphy.

Thomas R. Evered, 39, a truck
driver from Lolo, Mont., faces a
‘maximum sentence of 30 years in
federal prison and a fine,
according to the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice. He faces a minimum sentence
of 15 years.

According to court papers, an
FBI agent in Maryland download-
ed a file in 2003 from the Internet
that showed a man and a boy en-
gaged in sexually explicit conduct.

Butt burns back

SAN FRANCISCO — No

ifs, ands or butts about it,

Jonathan Fish learned an expen-

sive lesson about the dangers of lit-
tering.

The 20-year-old was cruising

Super ders
AUGUSTA — Law enforce-
ment officials are looking

at ways to get extreme speeders to

slow down on Maine roads.

Last year, police wrote 1,662 tick-
ets to motorists for speeding 30
mph or more over the posted
speed limit, according to the
Maine Judicial Information Sys-
tem. That’s a 23 percent increase
over the number of tickets issued
in 2001 for going 30 mph or more
over the limit.

It's not unusual for troopers to
be stopping motorists going 30, 40
or even 50 miles an hour over the
speed limit on Interstate 95, said
Col. Craig Poulin, chief of the
Maine State Police.

“We have had people stopped
going well over 100 miles an hour,
and it is becoming more frequent,”

Mopping up

Anderson College men'’s tennis
assistant coach James Fitzgerald of
Anderson, S.C., pushes standing
water around one of the courts.
Rain soaked the courts, but not
enough to keep the team from
practicing for a weekend match.

said Col. Craig Poulin,
chief of the Maine
State Police.

Public Safety Com-
missioner Michael Cant-
ara called the speeds
reached by some motor-
’ ists “obscene.” He said
there is money in the bud-
gel for state police to in-
crease the number of aircraft
speed details, which he said
are effective in catching ex-
treme speeders.

Cockfight ban nixed

SANTA FE — A state

Senate committee rejected

a proposal to ban cockfighting,

making it unlikely the sport will be

outlawed this year in one of only
two states where it is still legal.

The Conservation Committee
voted 6-2 to table the proposal
after nearly three hours of impas-
sioned testimony.

One committee member called
the proposed ban a “ridiculous”
waste of legislators’ time. “This is
what you call a rural vs. urban
issue,” Sen. Phil Griego said.

The state House approved a ban
in 2003, and a similar bill is pend-
ing there this year, but even if it
passed the House, it would still run
into trouble in the Senate.

uisiana is the only other state
where cockfighting is legal.

Alcohol in the park

HONOLULU — The City

Council is considering a bill
that would allow now-prohibited al-
cohol sales in three city parks. The
proposal would give private con-
tractors the ability to sell alcohol in
exchange for assuming mainte-
nance and security costs at the Cen-
tral Oahu Regional Park, Waipio
Soccer Complex and Hans L‘Or-
ange Park.

Sharp nose seeks home

LANSFORD — A drug-

sniffing German shepherd
named Ajax needs a new home,
after his human partner pleaded
guilty to civil rights violations in a
drug-planting scheme.

Lansford borough made the diffi-
cult decision to sell the dog be-
cause it would be too expensive to
train another police officer about
what commands to use and when
to use them, Lansford council Pres-
ident Robert Gaughan said.

“To retrain another officer,
we're looking at $5,000 to $6, 000
till everything is all said and
done,” Gaughan said.

Ajax, bred and trained in Germa-
ny, cost $21,000. He was donated
to the borough in 2002 but Gaugh-
an said the borough has not used
him often.

KKK auction causes stir

HOWELL — A business-

man who drew criticism
from community and civil rights
leaders for holding an auction of
Ku Klux Klan items plans to hold
another auction of similar materi-
als, including a Klan robe.

Gary Gray of the Ole Gray Nash
Auction House told WHMI-AM/
FM that he will auction off nearly a
dozen Klan-related items April 9.

Gray, 51, said publicity sur-
rounding the first auction prompt-
ed many calls from people who
had Klan-related items to sell.

The NAACP branch in neighbor-
ing Oakland County and other civil
rights groups have blasted the auc-

tions as insensitive. Community
and business groups also have said
the auctions do nothing to fix How-
ell’s racist reputation.

A honeybee searches for nectar in a crocus

Swet taste

in Bridgewater, Va.

A Cambridge, Ohio, firefighter rescues one of
two dogs from a burning home in Cambridge.

Dog rescue

Jonathan Osterbrock, a University of
Colorado senior, right, watches his
pass to Sam Huntington, a junior, left, in front of referee P.J. Petersen, a
senior, during a game of four square near the Dalton Trumbo Fountain at
the University Memorial Center in Boulder, Colo.

Recess flashback
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1 1 b Miami East High School sopho-
Too big for his tractor Mo st High Schootsop

through an obstacle course at Miami East High School in Casstown, Ohi
as students celebrate Future Farmers of America Week.

Tom Kurimski uses a little creativity to keep himself dry as he walks along
Valley Drive in Las Cruces, N.M., by putting on bubble wrap.

Head over heels

Ten-year-old Erin Haley of Bowling
Green, Ky., finds a unique way to
watch a basketball game between
Warren Central High School and
Allen County-Scottsville High
School in Scottsville, Ky.

Flying through flurries

As snow falls, a flock of Canada geese comes in for a landing at
Veteran's Park in Woodbridge, Va.

Smoking mom spared jail

BOWLING GREEN — A

woman forbidden by a
judge from smoking around her
two children admitted she violated
the order but was spared a 10-day
jail sentence.

Tamara Silvius was held in con-
tempt of the order by a juvenile
and domestic relations judge in Au-
gust but appealed the sentence m
Caroline ~ Circuit ~Court.
no-smoking order was part of a
shared child custody agreement.

Tuesday, Circuit Judge Horace
A. Revercomb III suspended the
jail term as part of a plea deal be-
tween the prosecutor and Silvius’
attorney.

Silvius shares custody of her chil-
dren, ages 8 and 10, with her
ex-husband. As a condition of visi-
tation rights, a judge barred her
from smoking cigarettes or drink-
ing alcohol around her children.

Tiny fish get big pond
ALBUQUERQUE — The
city of Albuquerque and

environmental groups reached a

settlement in a five-year legal bat-

tle over the endangered Rio

Grande silvery minnow.

Organizations including the Sier-
ra Club and National Audubon Soci-
ety agreed to pursue no further
legal action against the city in ex-
change for measures they said will
help the tiny fish species to survive.

‘The minnow’s primary habitat is
the Rio Grande south of Albuquer-
que, a stretch of the river that
sometimes runs dry because of
drought and the need to provide
water under interstate contracts.

Under the settlement, Albuquer-
que will set aside 30,000 acre-feet
of water in a city reservoir to help
preserve the minnow.

Focus on infections

ANNAPOLIS — Michael

Bennett says his father suf-
fered terribly before he died from
fighting six kinds of hospital infec-
tions, and he doesn’t want others to
suffer the same way.

“He did not deserve this tor-
ture,” said Bennett of his father,
who entered a Baltimore-area hos-
pital with pneumonia and died four
months later after contracting the
infections, including a flesh-eating
bacteria that took his left leg. He
was checked into five Balti-
more-area hospitals before he died.

“He was betrayed by the people
he trusted most — the doctors and
the hospitals.”

So Bennett is pushing for a state
law that would require hospitals to
publish reports on their infection
rates. The nonprofit Consumers
Union is promoting a campaign to
push such legislation nationwide.
The group argues hospitals will be
motivated to improve their infec-
tion rates if they are required to
publish reports.

Man guilty of tiger abuse

RIVERSIDE — A self-pro-

claimed animal rescuer
was convicted of animal cruelty
after investigators raided his com-
pound and found dead tiger cubs
stored in a freezer and dozens of
tiger carcasses strewn about the
property.

John Weinhart, 62, was found
guilty on 56 of 61 charges, includ-
ing animal cruelty and child endan-
germent. He could face more than

14 years in prison when he is sen-
tenced March 22.

Investigators allegedly found 11
newborn tiger and leopard cubs liv-
ing in an attic space, 58 frozen
tiger cub carcasses and the rotting
or mummified carcasses of at least
30 exotic cats scattered around the
property.

Investigators also found Wein-
hart’s 8-year-old son in the trash-
and feces-strewn home.

TV coming to rail service

GA ATLANTA — The Metro-

politan Atlanta Rapid Tran-
sit Aulhonty says it will be the first
subway system in North America
to have its rail cars equipped with
televisions.

By spring, 115 MARTA cars will
each have five 15-inch televisions
aboard for passengers to watch
while traveling. Each television
will be tuned to news program-
ming from Atlanta’s ABC affiliate,
WSB-TV.

MARTA will get a cut of the reve-
nue from the advertising on the
televisions and the on-train music
channels.

Big trouble for Big Dig

BOSTON — Hundreds of

leaks in the Big Dig tunnel
could increase the project’s $14.6
billion price tag, according to the
U.S. Department of Transportation
inspector general.

In the Feb. 16 memo, obtained by
the Boston Globe, Inspector Gener-
al Kenneth M. Mead said he would
not authorize release of $81 million
in federal funds for the Big Dig
until he receives an accounting of
how many leaks there are and how
much it will cost to repair them.

The memo indicates that three
months after the revelations about
the tunnel leaks, the top federal
overseer of the project remains un-
convinced that the problem is
under control.

Manure fire finally out

MILFORD — It took nearly

four months, but to the re-
lief of neighbors for miles around,
aburning manure pile has been ex-
tinguished.

David Dickinson, owner and
‘manager of Midwest Feeding Co.,
said that several weeks of pulling
the 2,000-ton pile apart proved ef-
fective by late last week.

“We got far enough through it
that it quit,” Dickinson said.

Naked joke not funny

KEY WEST — A prosecutor
who may have had a little
too much to drink thought it would
be funny to run naked across a
parking lot and hop into a friend’s

It was funny, until he jumped
into the wrong car.

Albert Tasker, who works for
the Monroe County State Attor-
ney’s Office, apparently got in the
back seat of a car occupied by a
woman waiting for her boyfriend.

The woman screamed and her
boyfriend appeared.

After the woman called 911, a
Key West police officer found the
naked Tasker in the middle of the
parking lot.

Tasker, 28, was arrested faces
charges of disorderly intoxication
and indecent exposure.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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“Lost’ a\.ctor
still getgﬁg

grip on f

British actor Naveen Andrews
attributes his popularity to.a

sympathetic character

———

ing the TV show “Lost” in Hawaii, Naveen Andrews hasn't had time to digested his success. But he realizes his character’s Iraqi background has made it an interesting role.

By NANCY MILLS
New York Daily News

HOLLYWOOD

n “Lost,” the new ABC-TV survivor drama, we

know Naveen Andrews’ Sayid as a rough-hewn

former member of the Iraqi Republican Guard,

an electronics expert who fought in the Gulf War.

He has been trapped, kidnapped, chased and accused of

being a terrorist and a hero. Not a Bollywood
song-and-dance man.

But in “Bride & Prejudice,” a musical version of Jane
Austen’s classic novel opening Friday, Andrews plays Bal-
raj Bingley, the good friend of Mr. Darcy, the story’s ro-
mantic hero.

Instead of early 19th-century England, the setting is
modern India. And in place of a formal ball, the actors par-
ticipate in what Andrews describes as “a strange amalgam-
ation of traditional Indian dance crossed with MC Ham-
mer.”

Andrews has more in common with Bingley than Sayid.
His parents moved to England in the mid-60s, when
“there was an open-door policy,” he says. “All people in
Britain’s former colonies could come and work on the
buses or clean toilets.”

He was born in London in 1969 and speaks with an En-
glish accent, but, he says, “only when I came to America
did I think of myself as British.

“I was always in trouble from an early age. I had a
fraught relationship with my parents, who were very tradi-
tional. Doing plays at school was a joyous release.”

At 16, Andrews fell in love with his math teacher, moved
in with her and had a son.

Although he got a scholarship to London’s Guildhall
School of Music and Drama — Ewan McGregor was a
classmate — Andrews never expected to be successful.
“There were no Indian actors from England of note earn-
ing money or having a career,” he says.

A key role as the Sikh mine-hunter Kip in the 1996
Oscar-winning “The English Patient” kick-started his ca-
reer. But his life really changed in 1998 when he fell in
love with actress Barbara Hershey while filming “Drown-
ing on Dry Land.” He moved to Los Angeles to be with
Hershey, 21 years his senior, and they are still together.

Because “Lost” has been filming in Hawaii for the past
five months, Andrews hasn't digested his newfound fame.
But he is aware that Sayid’s backstory — that he helped
his childhood sweetheart escape from an Iraqi prison —
has turned him into a sympathetic character.

Courtesy of ABC

“I've been very heartened by ordinary people’s respons-
es to Sayid,” he says. “In Hollywood, Middle Eastern char-
acters are usually insubstantial. What drew me to Sayid is
his technical knowledge and his ability to build things.
Plus, he’s a soldier. He’s romantic and heroic. Audiences
really like and care about him. I think people in this coun-
try are trying to connect with the so-called enemy in a way
this government won’t allow them to.”

Over time, it's possible that the actors’ special talents
might become part of their characters.

“[Series creator] J.J. Abrams was asking me about my
guitar playing,” he says. “But it would be totally unbeliev-
able if Sayid suddenly played the blues.”

But, says series star Matthew Fox, “he’s an amazing mu-
sician with incredible vocal subtlety.

“It’s funny being around people when they meet him for
the first time. They’re absolutely stunned he has a British
accent.”

Andrews says he knows there are no guarantees he’ll
make it to the end of the season.

“Any of us could die,” he says. “They’ve got this monster
wandering around, which, by the way, I haven’t seen. It's
genius on the part of the producers to keep us all in line.”

Py

IP’s close with

Naomi Campbell says she nearly self-destructed from
her use of cocaine.

Campbell told Diane Sawyer on ABC’s “Primetime
Live,” which aired Thursday in !he S!ales, that she’s glad
she recovered, but acknowledges that it’s still difficult.

“It was a rebellion in a certain way. You know?” the Brit-
ish supermodel says. “I don’t want to
be in that pain agam I don’t want to
be in that place.”

Campbell, 34, says she first tried co-
caine when she was 24 but stopped be-
fore “something would have hap-
pened. Some self-destructive thing.”

“I never did drugs before I would
go on the runway because I knew
that’s when I was an active addict. T
knew that they could see my eyes,”
she says.

Campbell says she assumes others
knew of her addiction at the time.
“People aren’t stupid. ... You think
people don’t know, but they know. They know. I mean,
that's your mind playing tricks on you.”

In 2004, Campbell won her appeal in a privacy case
against a London that

Campbell

of her leaving a drug counseling meeting in 2001.

Stern awarded by Wired Magazine

Howard Stern, the acerbic self-described “King of All
edia,” has received Wired Maga-
zine’s Wired Renegade award for his
tense battle with the FCC and upcom-
ing switch to Sirius Satellite Radio.

Other recipients of the sixth annual
Rave Awards, presented Tuesday, in-
clude Brad Bird, who won in the Film
Director category for “The Incredi-
bles,” the computer-animated story
ofa fam|ly of superheroes.

“I'm very excited to be included in
this group of people,” said Bird, who
dismissed the notion that the populari-
ty of computer-generated blockbust-
er films might nudge real-life actors
out of the business.

He called such concerns those of “backward-thinking ac-
tors.”

“I think some actors are takmg it that way, but I don’t
think it's a legitimate concern,” Bird said.

Kevin Sites, a freelance journalist, took home the first
Blogger award, for helping pioneer a new breed of report-

Stern

ing from the war in Iraq. Sites also chronicled the tsunami
rescue effort in southeast Asia.

Benet sings ‘sorry’ to ex-wife Berry

Eric Benet is singing an apology to ex-wife Halle Berry.
Benet said lyrics in his upcoming album include an apol-
ogy — but she’s heard it all before.

“I think somewhere along the way,
she’s heard everything,” he told “Ac-
cess Hollywood” in an interview.

“Maybe she hasn’t heard the songs,
but she’s heard everything I have to
say.”

Berry filed for divorce from the
R&B singer last April after about
three years of marriage.

Tabloids speculated about Benet’s
faithfulness.

“Some of it is truth,” but the re-
ports also were full of misconcep-
tions, Benet, 34, told the syndicated
entenamment TV show.

“I think the biggest misconception is that there is some-
thing wrong with me,” he said. “It’s like the whole picture
that was painted was ...‘sex addict.” ”

Benet also denied being a sex addict last year.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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YOUR MONEY

Bank fees add up, but some can be avoided

BY IEVA M. AUGSTUMS
The Dallas Morning News

No matter where you bank
these days, there are service fees
— and they can easily add up.

If you grab cash out of another
bank’s ATM, be prepared to pay a
couple of dollars to your bank,
plus another couple to the ATM’S
bank.

Overdraw your account or
bounce a check, and your bank
can slap you with an overdraft fee
and an insufficient-funds fee. The
person or company that you
wrote the check to may also
charge you a fee.

And if you believe you're get-
ting free checking, think again, At
the very least, you're going to
have to pay for “the checks.

“We have to have fees,” said
Gail Enda, senior vice presldent
of marketing and member servic-
es at American Airlines Federal
Credit Union. “It costs money to
run a financial institution.”

But that doesn’t mean you have
to be the one to pay the fees.

Simply put, poorer customers
cost banks money. If a customer
doesn’t keep much money deposit-
ed in a bank but demands a lot of
services, a bank loses money.

In 2001, the average consumer
who couldn’t afford to meet mini-
mum balance requirements on a
regular checking account paid
$228 in fees, according to the U.S.
Public Interest Research Group.

Industry experts say that
amount is higher today, as banks
continue to raise existing fees, in-
vent new ones and make it harder
to avoid them.

Smart customers find ways to save money

As with many businesses, the
more you buy, the more discounts
you get. If you have fewer ac-
counts at your bank, you can ex-
pect to have less flexibility with
fees.

LLL}

It's very difficult to find an ac-
count that is completely fee-free.

Banks and credit unions offer
no-frills, no-interest checking ac-
counts, but there always seems to
be some sort of catch.

“Everyone advertises free
checking, but there’s not a
fee unless you do something
wrong,” said John Sutton,
vice president of branch op-
erations for Credit Union of
Texas. “Plus, if you want
checks for your checking ac-
count, you are going to have
to pay for them.”

Also, having just one ac-
count doesn’t necessarily give
you privileges of other bank ser-
vices. An additional fee may be
charged for products such as
overdraft protection and online
bill paying.

Why the charge: The account
may be free to the customer, but
the bank still has to pay transac-
tion costs.

The cost: Free, if you keep your
account in good standing. If you
want to write checks, you are
going to have to buy them.

How to avoid them: There are
many companies out there that
provide and print checks for less
than what you pay if you ordered
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them through your bank. Or you
can try to only use debit cards
and online bill paying.
L1 ]}
If you, need cash and use anoth-
er b , you are going to
be assessed an out-of-network

In 2002, 69 percent of the na-
tion’s banks charged fees for non-
bank customer withdrawals, ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve.

&k “We have to have fees.

costs money to run a

financial institution.”y?

Gail Enda

Senior vice president of marketing and
member services at

American Airlines Federal Credit Union

About 10 percent of banks and
savings associations charged an
annual fee, which averaged near-
ly $12 for ATM services.

“If you’re going out on a Friday
night, you have to make sure you
don’t use the ATM at the bar, be-
cause it’s going to cost you some-
thing like $6,” said Jim Tehan of
Myvebta consumer education

“Those that want convenience
will pay for it.”

Why the charge: When you pay
an access fee, you are paying for
the delivery of your cash where
you are, when you need it — 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

EXCHANGE RATES

Euro costs ..
Dollar buys

Japan:
South Koreal\:n won (Feb
£

The cost: Plan on paying $1 to
$2 to the bank that owns the
ATM, plus anywhere from $1 to
$3 to your bank.

How to avoid them: Use your
own bank’s ATMs or those owned
by institutions that do not charge
fees to noncustomers. And if you
frequently use another bank’s
ATM, consider making larger
withdrawals so that you incur
fewer ATM access fees.

UL
It 1f an account balance has
slipped below the minimum
your bank requires, you
may incur a single monthly
fee.

ou have money in mul-
tiple accounts or do some
other business with them,
such as an auto or home
loan, ask whether the balanc-
es can be combined to meet
the minimum requirements.

“Each bank is going to offer
many  different  programs,”
Tehan said. “If one doesn’t work
for you, you just need to shop
around.”

Why the charge: The account
may be free to the customer, but
the bank still has to pay transac-
tion costs.

The cost: Ranges from a couple
of dollars on up, depending on the
type of account and whether it ac-
crues interest.

How to avoid them: Maintain
the balance.

L L]

You thought you had enough
money in your checking account
when you withdrew money from
the ATM, but you didn’t.

As a courtesy, the bank proba-
bly will cover the expense. How-
ever, it'll cost you.

Why the charge: The bank is
paying for and fixing your mis-
take.

The cost: In 2002, the average
overdraft and insufficient-funds
fee at Texas banks were both a lit-
tle more than $22 each. An ad
tional fee may be charged for
every day your account is over-
drawn.

How to avoid them: If you occa-
sionally bounce checks, resolve to
keep a cushion in your account.
Start by leaving $200 in your ac-
count and pretending it’s not
there. Don’t think you can afford
the $200? If you're the average
bank customer, you probably
paid more than that in fees last

Another option is to sign up for
overdraft protection (sometimes
it’s free). And don’t count on a lag
time between the time you write
a check and it hits your bank.
With technological and regulato-
ry changes, that time is disappear-
ing.

L1 1)

More banks are using the Inter-
net to offer products and services
or otherwise enhance communica-
tions with consumers. Unlike a
bank branch, online banking sites
never close. They’re available 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
and they’re only a mouse click

away.

“Online bill pay can be very
convemem with certain ac-
counts, Consumer Action
spokeswoman Linda Sherry. “If
you're comfortable with the tech-
nology, it can be very costeffec-

Why the charge: Most banks
pass on a provider and conve-
nience fee to their customers.

The cost: If not free, average
monthly costs range from $5 to
$6.

How to avoid them: Find a
bank that doesn’t charge.

Money tip of the day
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Best time to use gift cards

isn’t used within a set period of

W Expiration dates. Some are
as short as a year.

W Dormancy fees. These kick
in if the card isn’t used within a
set period of time — usually be-
tween six months and a year.
The fee can be as high a $2 per
month.

B Limits on cash back. If you
redeem your gift certificate for
merchandise valued at less than
the gift certificate’s value, you
may get cash back for the re-
mainder. Other gift cards don’t
offer cash back, even if the re-
mainder is a few pennies.

If you're not sure what restric-
tions are on your gift card, there
are two ways to check. Many gift
cards include rules and restric-
tions in fine print either on the
card or its packaging. Or you
might call or visit the store and
ask a company representative
for the details.
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Horoscope

The mood of this Venus transit
into Pisces is best summed up in the
words of the David Gray song ‘Baby-
lon’: “Let go your heartLet
o your head/And feel it
now.” Love is more than an
eemotion, action or word. It's
astate of being that is best
left unanalyzed, as some-
thing is always lost in the
translation. Instead of
“doing” love, ry ‘being”
love.

4

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 26). The sky is
your limit this year. With so
many options, your main
challenge is to focus your energy in
one direction. If you can do that,
you're unstoppable. A new work
environment is featured in March.
Romantic likes and dislikes change,
allowing you to find love where you
weren't finding it before. Love with a
Scorpio or Libra is a thrill.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Declarations of love and other prom-
ises are featured. You're skeptical of
this but can be swayed if offered a
litle proof. As the comedian Steven
Wright said, “All those who believe
in psychokinesis raise my hand.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Feeling a little dull? Leave a window
of opportunity open for the love affair
between you and yourself to rekin-
dle. A Gemini or Aries helps find
something fabulous and new about
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You've got attitude in overdrive.
Friends would be jealous if they
weren't so grateful to be part of your
story. Continue to make it up as you
go — it's working for you now.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Energy, vitality and sexiness can be
yours now if you're willing to give up
your role as the authority. Snap
judgments you make about others
will hurt you more than any judg-
ments they could make of you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There's
a comer of your world always on the
verge of blowing up into a big

Holiday

drama. Park your lawn chair, meta-
phorically of course, and watch the
volcano action. When you think it's
over, it's just beginning.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're a fearless dreamer, a provo-
cateur and a rocker of
=, boats. You're not saying
Mathis things for shock value or
R doing things to upset the
status quo, but you have
that effect anyhow.
LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). An excited
buzz centers on you.
You're an important part
of breaking news. The
reaction you get makes
you feel like a celebrity —
at least a temporary one.
Of course, there really is no other
kind.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Look for breathtaking beauty. It's out
there waiting to be found. When
you're on a quest, you're so appeal-
ing that you'll attract positive atten-
tion. It's wonderful to get credit for
just being you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). A paradox: If there’s one thing
you're serious about, it's lightening
things up. You're good at games —
playing them and inventing them. Do
be careful when there are hearts
hanging in the balance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). New projects get off to a sensa-
tional start, but you know better than
anyone that finishing is what counts.
Be the one who makes sure that
everyone else is doing the job they
say they'll do. This requires list
making.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You're the happy cruise director,
pointing your people to the social hot
spots, laying out the next fun activity,
and making sure a good time is had
by all. You're quite successful to this
end.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're not like anyone — and that's
clear in the way things go down
today. There’s no need to feel inse-
cure, and there’s really no reason to
conform. Sometimes, mounting
tension is a positive thing.
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Find a good man where good men go

Dear Abby: 1am a
27-year-old woman who would
like to meet and date a man who
respects women.

Two years ago, my husband
and I were divorced. Since then
my dating experiences have
been disappointing.

My friends and ac-

Dear Abby

and attend college full time. T am
ambitious, a voracious reader
and can carry on an intelligent
conversation.

Most men I've encountered
seem happy to live at home with
their parents and don’t want to
start a family of their
own.

I'm looking for some-

all say that
meeting men in a bar is
not a good way to find
someone with whom I
could be happy. I agree,
because most of the men
I have met in bars never
call after the first date.
They are unemployed,
recently separated, or
drop me after a few dates
when I won’t have sex.

T have contacted local parishes
to find out about weekend re-
treats and charity functions, but
dating men I met there didn’t
bring any better results.

I don't understand why dating
is such a problem. I'm blonde,
attractive and friendly. I work

Online proposal not a fairy tale

Dear Annie: ve been Appie’s Mailbox

dating “Tommy” for a
little over a year, and he’s
just popped “The Ques-
tion.” I've known for
months that he was going
to propose, because he
began talking about kids
and our own place and
our future. Tam in love
with this man, and T want
to say yes, but here’s the
problem: We communi-
cate a lot via MSN Mes-
senger, and that'’s how he asked
me. The technological age takes
all the romance out of love.

Timagined a dozen other pro-
posal scenarios, none of which
involved the Internet. Each one
included Tommy down on one
knee with a ring.

Now I'm not sure how to re-
spond. I told two of my friends
about the proposal. One wanted to
tell him off; the other said I'm
‘making too much of it and should
respond the way my heart feels.

I don’t need some elaborate
scheme. I just want a sweet,
down-on-one-knee-with-a-ring
proposal.

one who would take me
to dinner and a movie
and treat me like a
lady. I don’t mind stay-
ing home and watching
movies sometimes, but
men today apparently
want only casual sex —
not relationships.
Unlike my girl-
friends who are satis-
fied with bar-hopping
every weekend for male compan-
fonship, I want to share my life
with someone and have a family.
P’m not asking for an instant
marriage proposal, but I would
like a

— Discouraged in Pittsburgh

Dear Discouraged: At the risk
of sounding like a broken record,
decent people can be found
where decent people gather.
Volunteer your services at a
library, a hospital, the mental
health society, or anyplace that
could use a helping hand. Join
clubs focused on activities you

VEGIN

All Rights Reserved

©2005 Tribune Media

ROGAC

JUNMUSLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one leter 1o each square,
1o form four ordinary words.

Services, fnc

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnald and Mike Argirion

There

ey ars e gt
v

enjoy such as hiking, reading,
golfing, fishing, etc. Take square
dance, ballroom, folk or line
dance classes. Go to museums,

L)

art exhibits and concerts. Join
the chamber of commerce and

LAIDAH

2-26

WHAT THE DETEC-

attend its mixers; join a profes-
sional club, a gym or the YMCA.

b

TIVES DID WHEN
THEY SPOTTEDR THE

L]

Volunteer at a political cam- i garle Som

paign headquarters. The more
peaple who know you're interest-
ed in meeting someone, the great-

GLERCY

CREDIT CARD
THIEVES,

er your chances will be of finding
Mr. Right.

J 1]

)

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

Have you any suggestions?

— Bride in Need

Dear Bride: Tommy
loves you, and you love
him. It’s time to com-
municate better. Other-
wise you will be disap-
pointed constantly,
since he will have no
idea what you want.

We think Tommy
proposed in this fash-
ion because he wasn’t
sure he could work up
the courage to do it in
person. Reply, saying you will
give him your answer when you
can gaze romantically into his
eyes. If you really need him to
appear with a ring, you can add,
“I can’t wait to see the ring,”
although we're pretty certain he
doesn’t have one yet. We say, if
you want to marry the guy, you
should accept the proposal,
regardless of how it's made. The
rest is just window-dressing,

Dear Annie: 1 read the letter
from “Afraid in Florida,” the
mom who worried about her
15-year-old son, “Mark,” who

Universal Press Syndicate Yesterday's

Family Circus

dresses like a freak.

“Fley, it's not Haloween!" and
“Where’s the funeral?” T com-
mend Mark for having the cour-
age to dress how he chooses.
Even more, I applaud his mother
for accepting his choices.
However, she shouldn’t worry
5o much about her son being
beaten up or not getting a job.
From personal experience, I can
tell her he probably receives
little more than ridiculous com-
ments from people too shallow to
focus on the great person he is,
and who see only his outward
appearance. Since he’s lucky
enough to have good family
Suppart, those itle barbs will do
nothing but make him stronger.
— The Voice of Experience
in Michigan
Dear Voice: Thanks for your
words of encouragement.
Annie's Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your qucs(mn% to

©2005 51 Keane. .
Dis. by King Features Synd.
write W
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
[05 Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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The Far Side
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Print answer here:

Jumbles: TARDY ~ ANKLE
Answer:

Non Sequitur

by the above cartoon.
s

A
(Answers Monday)

SEETHE  DEVICE

How the steamy soap opera star left the

fans — IN A “LATHER"

“I don’t feel like watchin’ television.

Am | sick?”
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CRE?
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SCOREBOARD
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AFN TV & Radio

Saturday

—Motor racing: Crafts-
i Tt Serles Amefican Rachg Wheers

200 (.
-sports, (pm.—vmhaskemau:c\eve—
anG gt o ana 0.
m.—Outdoors: FLW Bass.
Tour at ake Okeechobee o,
College basketball:

Radio, 7 p.m.—~College bas-
fissouri at Texas.
Babe

ollege basket-
01 World Golf cham-

Blonships, Recehiure Match lay Champion-
ip

dantic,
ball: Kentucky 2

iy 945 pim.—College basket-
Bt at PRiburg

‘AFN-Radio, lﬂp-m —Cu\Iqu basketball: Ar-
izona at Washingto

Sunday
FN-Pa —Lacrosse: 2005 Nation-
al Lacmsse Leaque E S(ar Game (dI
N-Sj College  basketball:
Busch Se-

o pasketball

huto racin
ries S(ater Erns 3nn 6 (i,

cal statt Northridge &t pacmc Gl
FN-Atlanti lege boskethal:
ton o

Arizona at Wastingi
N-Pa ollege basketball:
M\cmgansl a! b
8 p.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-
n;‘qnsm b Acehture Niatch Siay Crampion-
ship, final
tlantic, 8 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Auto Club’500.
FN-Radio, 8:15 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Auto Clib 5
fic, 10 pm.—College basketball:
Okiahoma . at kansas.

times are Central European Time; did in
mcates elayed broadcast. Alllstings are

ange. Visit www.myafn.net for
RS ohic

ollege basketba
AP Men's Top 25 fared

a Minois (26.0) JNet By, Next: v, pur-
&, Thursday

Y.
Oklahoma State (20-4) did not play.
No. 8 K; unday

.
AT 3) dm not play. Next: at
No. 16 Alabama, Sat

Wake Forest (23-) did not play. Nes

sunday
uke (26-4) did not play. Next: at St
Johin's, Saturday.
8 Keinsas (209 did not play. Next: vs. No.
4 Qkizhoma State, Synda
a (44 be at Washington State
at No. 14 Washington, Satur-

a0 State (204) beat No. 20

229) beat Portland 84-68.
Next vs. Norihern Co\orado‘ Monday.
T3 Uiah @54 did not play. Next: at
srigham Young, saurday yh
Washington (22-4) beat Arizona State
90,82 Next: vs. No. § Arizona, Saturday,
S Syracuse (23-9) 01d nof play. Next: vs.
Provmence, Satirdzy.
L5, Alabama (215 4id not play. Next: vs.
0.5 Kentucky, Saturday.
17 Connecticut (186) did not play. Next:
0, 18 Pittsburgh, Saturday.
18 plttsburah (16%) id N0t play. Next: vs.
0,7 Connecticut, Saturday.
“Io. Paciic (72-2) dc o play. Nexts vs.Cal
state Northridge, Saturday.
consin (171 | {65+ to_No. 10 Michi-
odn State 77:64. Next:at Ohig stafe, sunday.
1 Charlote (20-4) 4 not play 3
soihern Mississionl saturday
522 Oanoma -6} did not biay. Next: vs.
aylor, s:
S ianoug. us 6) did not play. Next: at
Georgetown, Sund.
G4 Eincinnat (519 beat Marquette 80-65
Next: at Texas civitian Saturcay.
3-21-5) did not play. Next: at
Frosn Siate Saturday.

Thursday’s men’s scores
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tarding S5, Arkansas. Tech )

icNeese St. 73, Texas St. 68
Midwestern $t'%3 Angelo st. 84
North Texas 74, New Orleans 73

Ouachita 17, Delta 3t 65
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Tarleton t. 67, SW OKlatorn

ARWEST

Arizona 57, Washington St. 56, OT

gol-Pueblo 72, Adams SE 71, 0T

Cal ol 8, U Riversige o

C: Slgtor 66 U6 santa Bhrbara 57
‘Alabama

Gonzaga 84, Portland 68
2 55, E. Washingtor
A ——
3, California
Oregon St. 84, Stanford 83
Portland St. 88, Montana st. 82, OT

9
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Wathington S0, arzonm 5. 3
AMENT
Great Northeast Althetic Conference

Emerson 77, Emmanuel 72
MIAC Tournament

mifinals
Gustavus Adolphus 65, Bethel, Minn. 49
St. Thomas, Minn. 81, Carletc
1AC
semifinals

Wis.-Stevens Pt. 65, Wis.-Oshkosh 59
Wis.-Whitewater 89, Wis.-Platteville 76
Thursday’s women's scores

cent. Connecticut St 76, Wagner 61

Fort Valley St. 94, Benedict 73
Freed-Hardeman 64, Lyon 45
Georgetoun, ky &2 Lindsey Wilson 66

o
Georola st. 73 Jacksonvile 65
facksonvile St. 13, Longwood 67

L afayetts 59 ArkLitle Rock 47
ana-tionroe 69, Sam Houston St 60
Mercor 66, ot

Middle Tennessec. T3, W. Kentucky 55
N.C. State 64, Wake

My
North Carolina 89, Virginia 60
rth Texas 59, South Alabama 56
7o NC-Wimington 52
Reanore T . Wesleyan 49
i tucky Wesleyan 68

Tuskegee 92, Lanc

UonoF S35 Markin Methost 41

Va. Commonwealth 72, William & Mary 61
Vznderbl\tBA Alabama 53

Virginia Tech 87, Maryland 79
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Butler 60, Cleveland st

Gt St o 8, . Morris-Chicago 38
Creighton 76, Bradley
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N:Michigan 5 Ferris St 66

North Dakota 80, Min 67
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y &5, Wis-bilwaukee 53
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College baseball

Thursday’s scores

SOUTH
iardeman 9, Missouri Baptist 3
Millsaps 9-17, Rust 0-1

College hockey

Thursday's scores

EAST
S. New Hampshire 5, Stonehill 2

Thursday
At Dubai Tennis Stadium
Dubai, UAE
Purse: s1 miion (inl, Gold)
Surface; Harld- utdoor
Singles

Mkl Youzivs ) Nisma, def. Rainer
chuetiler, Ger@arhy

itain, def. Igor Andreev,

@, Groatia. def, Fernando
Gasco, Spain, 6
Roger Federer (1) Sw\tzcr\and def. Juan
Carlos Ferrero, Spain, -6, 6-3, 7-6 (6).

Qatar Open
Thursday
At The "s:lfll‘: Ieligls Centre
a
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Red Sox ace Schilling t
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rows off mound

The Associated Press

Curt Schilling wasn’t too happy
after throwing off a mound for
the first time since winning Game
2 of the World Series.

The Los Angeles Dodgers are
hoping closer Eric Gagne will be
able to pitch again soon after he
sprained a ligament in his left
knee during the team’s first
full-squad workout of spring train-

ing.
Schilling, who had ankle sur-
gery 16 days after he beat St.
Louis in the World Series, threw
pitches
during a
16-minute
workout  at
Fon Myers,

“Thxs was a
day when I
didn’t feel as good as I wanted to
feel,” Schilling said. “My ankle
didn’t hurt, so I guess that's a posi-
tive for people other than me.”

Pitching Opening Day against
the New York Yankees on April 3
— probably against former Arizo-
na teammate Randy Johnson —
remains a possibility, and Schill-
ing’s competitive nature is driv-
ing him toward that. But he wants
to make sure he’s healthy at a
‘much more important time.

“I think he looked terrific,” Bos-
ton manager Terry Francona
said. “He wants to be dotting

a10-7 loss to the Yankees. Before

Boston Red Sox pitcher Curt Schilling throws off the mound for the first tir
Series during workouts on Thursday in Fort Myers, Fla. Schilling is hopi

er Stan Johnston

g to pitch on Opening Day.

said the

ime since Game 2 of the World

signed to a minor league contract,

Rangers.

Canseco cited Palmeiro as a ste-
roid user in his new book. In an in-
terview on the CBS television
show “60 Minutes,” Canseco said
he injected the drug into
Palmeiro.

Palmeiro issued a statement
last month in which he denied
ever using steroids, and he em-
phatically backed up that asser-
tion Thursday after his first prac-
tice of spring training. Palmeiro
also said he’s considered hiring
the law firm of Orioles owner
Peter Angelos to take legal action
against Canseco.

“The one thing I can say is I
have the best law firm and the
best lawyer standing in the wings
in Peter Angelos,” he said. “T
have options available for me. He
stands behind me and he’s ready.
I will look at all my options and
T'll decide.”

In Mesa, Ariz., Chicago Cubs
manager Dusty Baker and some
of his players were disputing
some comments Sammy Sosa
made when he reported to the Bal-
timore Orioles’ camp.

At a news conference Wednes-
day, Sosa was asked about com-
ments by Cubs players who said
he and the team were better off
following the Feb. 2 trade. Sosa
apparently interpreted that as the
Cubs saying they didn’t need him
anymore.

every corner right now and throw-
ing splits, and that’s just not going
to happen.”

Schilling’s 21-6 record and 3.26
ERA in his first season with Bos-
ton boosted the Red Sox into the
playoffs, where his bloody sock
became the symbol of his determi-
nation to do whatever he could to
help them win the World Series
for the first time in 86 years.

He had one of the worst outings
of his career in the first game of
the AL champmnshlp series, al-
lowing six runs in three innings of

his next start, a tendon that had
been slipping out of place was
stitched to his skin.

With blood seeping through the
sutures, Schilling allowed one run
in seven innings during Boston’s
4-2 win. The procedure was re-
peated before his next and last
start, when he allowed no earned
runs in six innings of a 6-2 victo-

Ty.

In Vero Beach, Fla, Gagne
didn’t seem particularly con-
cerned about his injury, but train-

29-year-old right-hander proba-
bly will have his activity limited
for about a week. Johnston said
the injury needs about six weeks
to fully heal.

“I turned around and a cleat
got stuck,” said Gagne, who will
undergo an MRI exam. “I just
twisted my knee a little bit. I'm
not concerned. There’s no swell-
ing, and that’s a really good sign. I
don’t want to start aggravating
anything. It's early in camp.”

Infielder Norihiro Nakamura,

was not in camp because of visa
problems. Dodgers manager Jim
Tracy said he had no idea when
Nakamura, a 31-year-old veteran
of 13 seasons with the Osaka Kin-
tetsu Buffaloes in Japan’s Pacific
League, would report.

In Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Balti-
more’s Rafael Palmeiro is leaving
open the possibility of filing a law-
suit against Jose Canseco, who
said he introduced the first base-
man to steroids in 1992 when
both players were with the Texas

“They lie,” Sosa was quoted as
saying in several newspapers.

The Cubs insisted Thursday
that's not what they said or
meant.

“Did I say that?” asked Cubs
pitcher Kerry Wood. “I never did
say it, so apparently somebody
else lies. Not him. 'm not talking
about him. I never said we were
better without Sammy. I said T
think both teams got better in the
offseason not because we got rid
of Sammy but because of some
other moves we made.”

Congressman wants Canseco, McGwire to testify

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A senior House Dem-
ocrat urged Thursday that Jose Canseco
and others the former baseball slugger ac-
cused of abusing steroids, including Mark
McGwire, be called before Congress to tes-
tify on use of performance-enhancing
drugs.

Rep. Henry Waxman of California, the
top Democrat on the House Government
Reform Committee, said representatives
from Major League Baseball and the play-
ers’ association also should appear before
the panel to explain how they plan to stop
the use of dangerous drugs by baseball
players.

Waxman made his request for hearings
to the chairman of the committee, Rep.
Tom Davis, R-Va. There was no immediate
response from Davis’ office.

In Canseco’s book, “Juiced: Wild Times,
Rampant 'Roids, Smash Hits & How Base-
ball Got Big,” he admits using steroids and
alleges that McGwire often injected the
drugs with him. He said he introduced ste-
Toids to former Texas Rangers teammates
Rafael Palmeiro, Juan Gonzalez and Ivan
Rodriguez. All have publicly denied
Canseco’s charges.

“Mr. Canseco insists his information is
accurate,” but Major League Baseball says

it will not investigate
the allegations, Wax-
man said. Hearings
with Canseco, McGwire
and others “would be an
opportunity to find out
what really happened and to get to the bot-
tom of this growing scandal.”

Major League Baseball and the players
union in January agreed to a tougher ste-
roid-testing program that will suspend
first-time offenders for 10 days and ran-
domly test players year-round. Players
and owners hope to finalize their new
agreement by Tuesday, the mandatory re-
porting date for spring training.

MLB
briefs

during a World Cup tournament next year.

The deal, signed by the union, the com-
missioner’s office and the International
Baseball Federation on Feb. 16, states that
IBAF rules will cover the frequency of test-
ing before and during the tournament, the
list of prohibited substances, the proce-
dures for taking samples and the laborato-
ries used.

“This agreement reflects with integrity
the IBAF rules approved by the World
Anti-Doping Agency,” the IBAF said in a
statement.

Each team will select a provisional ros-
ter of 60 players 45 days before the start of
the tournament, and players will be cov-
ered by the drug-testing rules until the end

Sen.” John McCain, R-Ariz, who had &
threatened baseball with legislation, ©f the competition.
praised the igni More are banned by the

breakthrough” but said he would have pre-
ferred tougher penalties and the inclusion
of amphetamines on the list of banned
items.

The commissioner’s office and the union
had no immediate comment.

Players agree to international
drug-testing rules for World Cup

Baseball players signed an agreement
calling for international drug-testing rules

IBAF than in major league baseball. Gene
Orza, the union’s chief executive officer,
wouldn't discuss details of the deal.

“Obviously, we will brief in detail the
players who elect to play in the games on
the specifics of the agreement,” Orza said
in an e-mail Tuesday.

The sides agreed to the deal last April 26
and had been putting it in writing.

Lawyers for players and owners current-
ly are revising their own drug-testing
agreement, which will include more fre-

quent tests for steroids and, for the first
time, suspensions for first-time offenders
and offseason testing. They hope that deal
will be in place by the mandatory report-
ing date for spring training, March 1.

Owners and the players’ association
hope to launch a 16-team World Cup tour-
nament during spring training next year.

Devil Rays’ Cordova retires

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Former
American League Rookie of the Year
Marty Cordova retired Thursday, a day
after he was scheduled to report to spring
training with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.

In 10 seasons with Minnesota, Toronto,
Cleveland and Baltimore, the oft-injured
outfielder batted .274 with 122 homers and
540 RBI’s. He missed all of 2004 and ap-
peared in just nine games two years ago
after two operations on his right elbow.

“He’s been bothered by back injuries
over the last several seasons, and it has got-
ten to the point where he felt the best deci-
sion was to retire,” Devil Rays general
manager Chuck LaMar said.

The 34-year-old was Rookie of the Year
in 1995, hitting .277 with 24 homers and 84
RBIs with Minnesota. He signed a minor
league contract with the Devil Rays on

an. 12.
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Gpnzaga

straight
WCC title

BY ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Adam
Morrison is optimistic about
March.

Morrison had 22 points for
Gonzaga as the No. 12 Bulldogs
clinched the West Coast Confer-
ence title for the fifth straight sea-
son with an 84-68 victory over
Portland on Thursday night.

Gonzaga has one more game —
a nonconference contest at home
Monday against Northern Colo-
rado — and then it’s on to the
WCC tournament. And perhaps
beyond.

“I think the sky is the limit for
us,” Morrison said. “If we just re-
bound and play defense. We've
got the offensive thing taken care

Ronny Turiaf had 14 points and
11 rebounds for Gonzaga (22-4,
13-2), which has won nine
straight. It is the ninth time since
1994 that the Bulldogs have won
the regular season conference
championship.

Darren Cooper had 20 points
for the Pilots (15-14, 4-10), who
have dropped four straight and
eight of their last 10 games. It was
Portland’s regular season finale.

Cooper played the entire game
with a dislocated right shoulder.

“We really wanted to win this
game and have some momentum
going into the tournament,” Coo-
per said. “We just let this one slip
away from us.”

The WCC tournament starts
March 4 in Santa Clara, Calif.,
with the Bulldogs having a
first-round bye as the top seed.

Although the Bulldogs fell
slightly behind in the opening
minutes, they easily controlled
the game, shooting S0 percent
from the floor and leading by as
many as 19 points in the second
half.

The Pilots shot 42.9 percent.
moved ahead of Jeff
Brown on the school’s career scor-
ing list with 1,655 points. He now
has 806 rebounds for his career,

University of Portland’s Darren Cooper (1) tries to block Gonzaga's
Derek Raivio (5) during the first half in Portland, Ore., on Thursday.

‘making him just the fourth Gonza-
ga player to reach 800 career re-
bounds.

It was Turiaff’s 24th career dou-
ble-double and his 10th this sea-
son.

Turiaf’s lay-in made it 70-51 be-
fore Morrison hit a pair of free
throws with about 5 minutes left
for Gonzaga’s widest margin.

Gonzaga sophomore guard
Derek Raivio, whose father, Rick,
played for Portland and is in the
school’s Hall of Fame, scored 12
points.

“It wasn't a big game just for
me. It was a big game for the rest
of the team,” Raivio said. “We
had the league pretty much
clinched and we didn’t want to
share it with anyone.”

Gonzaga trailed by as many as
four points in the first half.

Down 19-18 after Portland’s An-
dreas Gahlmann hit a jumper, Er-
roll  Knight's  three-pointer

sparked a 16-0 run that put the
Bulldogs up 34-19.

“The run that Gonzaga had in
the first half was a big part of the
separation, and we just never re-
covered from that,” Cooper said.

Morrison already had 14 of his
points at the half, and Gonzaga
was ahead 38-25 before a sellout
crowd at Chiles Center that in-
cluded a large turnout of Bulldog
fans.

“We missed some easy ones
right at the rim, which was the dif-
ference for them in the first half,”
Portland coach Michael Holton
said.

Portland’s Pooh Jeter, who has
scored in double ﬁgures in 22 of
29 games this season, had 13
points.

Portland was without reserve
center Dreshawn Vance, who was
hurt last Thursday in the Pilots’
58-56 loss to San Francisco.

Earlier this season, the Bull-
dogs beat the Pilots 91-79 at home
in Spokane, Wash.

Spartans: Anderson lifts Michigan St.

SPARTANS, FROM BACK PAGE

“Idon’t think I missed a shot in
warmups,” Anderson said. “I
said, ‘Man, this feels good.’ ”

Paul Davis had 13 points and
11 rebounds for the Spartans,
while Shannon Brown and Mau-
rice Ager each had 11.

Anderson gave the Spartans a
big cushion by himself a couple
minutes into the game.

He scored all Michigan State’s
points during an 11-2 run, which
gave the Spartans a 154 lead
with 13:53 left in the first half.
“He got hot early and hit all the
big shots,” Tucker said.
Michigan State led by as much
as 14 before halftime and didn’t
let the Badgers get closer than
cight after Anderson’s scoring
barrage. Anderson scored 15
points in the first half to help
Michigan State take a 33-25 lead.

It didn’t take long for the Spar-
tans to carn a comfortable lead
again. Offensive rebounds led to
seven of their first eight points in
the second half, giving them a
41-27 lead with 17:55 left.

“Those (offensive rebounds) re-
minded me a little bit of our
teams in the past” Izzo said.
“Those are backbreakers.”

The Badgers didn’t pull within
single digits again until there was
just over a minute left.

Saturday, February 26, 2005

Olson joins Wooden
with 304th in Pac-10

The Associated Press

PULLMAN, Wash. — Arizona’s
Lute Olson joined John Wooden
at the top of the Pacific-10 Confer-
ence’s career victories list with a
big win, and then modestly down-
played the milestone.

“If the time did come that I tied
him or go ahead, there still should
be an asterisk that says he's the
greatest college coach that ever
lived,” Olson said of the former
UCLA coach.

“It’s a real honor for me to be in
here long enough to have the op-
portunity to tie him.”

Ivan Radenovic made two free
throws with 9 seconds left to lift
ND 9 Arizona 0 a 57-56 overtime

State on

BN Men's Top 25
Roundup

ble, that's the hard part,” Wash-
ington State coach Dick Bennett
said.

“Channing Frye was the differ-
ence, as he has been so many
times in the past against us.”

Thomas Kelati led the Cougars
with 16 points, and also held
Salim Stoudamire, Arizona’s lead-
ing scorer, to eight points — 10
below his average.

The game was tied at 49 at the
end of regulation after Frye
scored inside with S1 seconds
left.

Thursday night, giving Olson his
304th victory in Pac-10 play.

“There were a lot of outstand-
ing young people I had to work
with,” Olson said.

“That’s how the wins come.”

Olson will have a chance to go
ahead when Arizona plays at No.
14 Washington on Saturday in a
showdown of the league’s top two
teams — which should go a long
way in deciding if Olson wins his
11th league title.

The Wildcats, who lost to Wash-
ington State at home in late Janu-
ary, almost suffered their first
sweep at the hands of the Cougars
since 1982-83.

Washington State held Arizona
23 points below its season aver-
age, to 44 percent shooting and
just 1-for-9 from three-point
range.

“Earlier in the year, we would
have lost this game,” said Chan-
ning Frye, who led all scorers
with 26 points, and added eight re-
bounds and four blocked shots.

The Wildcats’ loss to Washing-
ton State, which ended a 38-game
winning streak against the Cou-
gars, was a wakeup call, said
Frye, who made 11 of 13 shots.

“It brought us together as a
team and showed us what we've
got to work on,” Frye said.

Radenovic, who added 10
points and eight rebounds, said
he wasn’t nervous when he went
to the line with his team trailing
56-55.

“Every basketball player is
looking for that moment when he
hits the free throws to win a
game,” Radenovic said.

Derrick Low’s three-point shot
for Washington State rimmed out
in the closing seconds, and Raden-
ovic rebounded for the Wildcats
(24-4, 14-2), who won their 17th
straight at Pullman.

It was the seventh straight win
for the Wildcats since losing to
Washington State in late January.
Olson is 41-3 against Washington
State.

Washington State (10-14, 5-10),
fighting for one of eight spots in
the Pac-10 tournament, employed
a slow-down offense and the
league’s best defense held Arizo-
na well below its season average
of 80 points per game. The Cou-
gars rank seventh in the nation de-
fensively, giving up 57 points per
game.

“That’s a game that was winna-

two free throws
gave Arizona a 51-49 lead. A
three-pointer by Kelati gave
Washington State a 52-51 lead,
but Hassan Adams’ layup put Ari-
zona ahead 53-52.

Two free throws by Low and
two by Kelati made it 56-53 for
‘Washington State with 2:03 left.
Mustafa Shakur made a layup for
Arizona to close to 56-55.

Robbie Cowgill missed and Ari-
zona got the ball back with 23 sec-
onds left. Radenovic drove to the
basket and was fouled by Chris
Schlatter, making the tying and
winning free throws.

No. 14 Washington 90, Arizo-
na State 82: At Seattle, Tre Sim-
mons tied a career-high with 29
points, including 12 during a
4-minute span in the second half,
and the Huskies held off the
pesky Sun Devils.

Nate Robinson added 21 points
for Washington, eight in the final
5:20, punctuated by a dunk with 3
seconds left.

Washington (22-4, 12-3 Pac-10)
kept pace with Arizona in the
Pac-10. The Huskies are 1Y2
games behind the Wildcats and
host Arizona on Saturday.

Arizona State’s Ike Diogu, lead-
ing the Pac-10 in scoring and re-
bounding, had a game-high 31
points and 15 rebounds. He was
17-for-18 from the foul line.

No. 24 Cincinnati 80, Marque-
tte 68: At Cincinnati, Eric Hicks
scored 17 points and the Bearcats
used their strength inside to beat
the Golden Eagles, who were play-
ing their first game without lead-
ing scorer Travis Diener.

Jason Maxiell scored 14 points
as Cincinnati (21-6, 9-4 Confer-
ence USA) let its formidable
power forwards lead the way
once again. Nick Williams added
16 points.

Marquette (18-9, 6-8) had trou-
ble finding shots without Diener
running the show. Cincinnati is
No. 2 in the nation in forcing oppo-
nents to miss, holding them to
36.8 percent — exactly what Mar-
quette shot.

Diener, one of the nation’s top
point guards, led the conference
in scoring (19.7 points per game)
and assists (7.0 per game) when
he broke his hand Tuesday dur-
ing practice. He had surgery and
will miss the rest of his senior sea-
son.

Steve Novak led Marquette
with 25 points.
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Top seeds advance at soggy La Costa

The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. — The
Match Play Championship finally
got under way on a golf course
still underwater.

Two-time de-
fending champi-
Golf on Tiger Woods
won his 13th
roundup BR=NN

match, but not
without wiping mud from his
eyes after hitting out of the
mucky fairways Thursday at the
wetlands known as La Costa Re-
sort. Nine of the top 10 seeds ad-
vanced to the second round.

Otherwise, it was a good walk
soiled.

“Disgusting. Absolutely disgust-
ing,” Robert Allenby said after an
easy victory over British Open
champion Todd Hamilton. “If this
was a normal tournament, we
wouldn’t be playing. You can’t
even walk down the fairways.”

They didn’t need marshals at
La Costa, they needed lifeguards.

The fairways were so saturated
that Davis Love III spent 10 min-
utes looking for a dry patch of
grass.

The greens were soft and
spongy, and players had to con-
tend with heel prints — some
swore the prints were so deep
they cast a shadow late in the day.

Woods said he would have been
better off putting on a waffle iron.

“At least a waffle iron is the
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second round, built a quick lead
against hhmgo Katayama and
sailed to a 4-and-3 victory.

“You just have to go with the
flow,” Singh said, presumably
talkmg about the conditions in
more ways than one. “If you let
that menta]lv disturb you, you're
going to have a problem. It was a
good result for me.”

Phil Mickelson made two bird-
ies to start the second nine and
led by as many as four holes be-
short-hitting

Top-seeded Vijay Singh won
on the first day of the
Match Play Championship.

same height,” he said after coast-
ing to a 4-and-3 victory over Nick
Price. “You can hit good putts
and look great, and hit good putts
and look like an absolute idiot.”

Tees were moved up to avoid
landing areas that resembled
swamps, the biggest change com-
ing on the 467-yard ninth. The sec-
ond-longest par 4 at La Costa was
converted into the shortest par 3,
playing 162 yards because there
wasn’t a dry spot in the fairway.

“The course was really unplay-
able,” Stuart Appleby said after
beating Joakim Haeggman in one
of only two matches that required
extra holes. “With stroke play,
there was no chance of playing
today, And match play was a
mess.”

But that’s why they played.

This fickle format is about beat-
ing another player, not the course,
and everyone faced the same con-
ditions brought on by heavy rain
earlier in the week that delayed
the start of the Match Play Cham-
pionship by on

Some handled it better than oth-

\}‘u‘ay Singh, the No. 1 seed who
has never advanced beyond the

Loren Roberts, 3 and 1. Retief
Goosen went the dlslance Wllh
Stephen Leaney, winning

Mike Weir of Canada, the No 5
seed, was the only player among
the top 10 who is headed home.
Weir fought to the end, making a
20-foot birdie putt on the 18th hole
to keep alive his chances, but Kirk
Triplett rolled in a tricky 4-footer
to advance to the second round.

Not many felt worse than Jim
Furyk. He made six birdies and
ran into one of the hottest players
at La Costa, Ian Poulter of
gland, who made seven blrdles
for a 3-and-1 vi

After two days of limited prac-
tice and play because of the rain,
players gave the sparse gallery
plenty of golf to watch under
sunny skies. Sixteen matches
went the distance, tying the
record set last year at La Costa.

Only two of them required
more than 18 holes, and the last
one was perhaps the most dramat-
ic of the day.
Nick O’Hern of Australia, play-
ing in this event for the first time
since he reached the quarterfi-
nals four years ago, won three
straight holes to take a 1-up ad-
vantage on Charles Howell ITL.

Howell holed a 20-foot birdie
putt on the 18th to force extra
holes, and O’Hern answered with
a 20-footer on No. 1 to win in 19
holes.

Know.

‘winch if desired.
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For all that work, 0’Hern gets to
play Woods in the second round.

Woods had few problems
against three-time major winner
Nick Price, winning four of the
first eight holes and still missing
his share of short putts.

There were not many gimmes,
not on these greens.

“I was only the fifth group out,
and I had Darren Clarke in front
of me, and he’s got his size 12s,”
Allenby said. “His heel prints
were probably 3 inches deep.”

Mayfair, Tiziani lead in Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — Billy May-
fair, trying to bounce back from
the worst of his 16 PGA Tour sea-
sons, and Mario Tiziani, who
went to quallfymg school 12 times

fore earning his tour card in De-
cember, each shot 9-under-par 63
to share a one-stroke lead in the
Chrysler Cla: of Tucst

Steve Stricker bogeyed the 18th
hole and dropped into a five-way
tie for third place with Mark Cal-
cavecchia, Michael Allen, Lucas
Glover and Darron Stiles.

The 144-man field set
first-round records for scoring av-
erage (69.979) and eagles (22).

Rosales in front in LPGA’s

first full-field event of '05

KAHUKU, Hawaii — Jennifer
Rosales shot 6-under-par 66 for a
two-stroke lead after the first
round of the LPGA Tour’s sea-
son-opening SBS Open, and
15-year-old Michelle Wie is four
shots back after a 70.

Angela  Stanford, Lorena
Ochoa, Heather Bowie and Sung
Ah Yim trail by two strokes. Juli
Inkster opened with a 69.

Wie, who lives a bit more than
an hour away from course, was in
a large group at 70 that included
Grace Park, Carin Koch, Pat
Hurst, and Cristie Kerr.

Match Play Championship

Thursday's results
AtLa Costa Resort and Spa, Carlsbad, Calif.
Purse: $7 m

o
Yardage: 7,257; Par 72
Seeds n Parentheses

Davis Love Il 8 4ot s Riley 59),

e Wedhwbo () deh vt Heach (4,
4and3,
L Syagme McDowel (53) def Darren Clarke
Robert Allenby (49 det. Todd Hamitton

Stuart Appleby (10) def. Joakim Haeg-
gman (55), 19 h

lan Poulter (42) def. Jim Furyk (23), 3and 1.
Gdam Scott Q) def. Trevor Immeiman
oDaud Hon Howell (43) def. Shigeki Maruyama

st'ewan ka (8) def, Fred Funk (57), 2 up.

Tom Lehman (40) de.

Kirk Triplett (60) de

Cralgparry o1y g T
ASP)ac;ralq Harrington' (7) def. Jeff Maggert

Rory Sabatini 39) def. Thomas Bjorn

@),

Sergio Sorca © def. Alex Cejka (59), 4
n

Jerry Kelly (38) def. Scott Verplank (27), 1 up.
Chris DiMarco (16) def. Tim Herron (49), 1 up.
John Daly (48) def. Justin Leonard (17), 1 up.
Miguel Angel Jimenez (13) def. Rod pam-
ping (62).
ey (f Campbell 20) def. Fredrik Jacobson
Kde;my Perry (15) def. Thomas Levet (50), 3
an,
Luke Donald (18) def. Zach Johnson 47, 4

i Toms (14) def. Richard Green (51), 1 up.
Mark Hensby (46) def. Stephen Ames (19),

an
Vijay Singh (1) def. Shingo Katayama (64),
4and 3.

Jay Haas (33) def. Jonathan Kaye (32). 4
an
| Retief Goosen (4)vs. Stephen Leaney (51,
uy
Fred Couples (36) def. Peter Lonard (29), 1 e
jer Woods (2) def. Nick Price (63), 4 and 3.
Nick 0'Hern (31) vs. Charles Howell Ill 34),
holes.
Phl Mickelson (3)vs. Loren Roberts (2,3
an
Angel Cabrera (30) vs. Paul Casey (35), 4
and2.

Friday
econd-round matches
Stewart Cink (8) vs. Tom Lehman (40)
Davis Love Ill 9) vs. Lee Westwood (24)
Jpadraig Harrington (7) vs. Rory Sabbatini

Stuart Avpleby (10) v, lan Poulter (42
s (33)

y (37)
Graeme McDowell (53) va. Robert Allenby

Sergio Garcia (6) vs. Jerry Kelly (38)
fam Scott (11) vs. David Howell (43)
Retief Goosen (4) vs. Fred Couples (36)
Miguel Angel Jimenez (13) vs. Chad Camp-
bell (20)
Phil Mickelson (3) vs. Angel Cabrera (30)
David Toms (14) vs. Mark Hensby (46)

Gymnastics sets up
a new scoring system

BY NANCY ARMOUR

The Associated Press

Gymnastics found a way to
overhaul its scoring system and
still keep its perfect 10.

Under a new system that would
take effect next January, gym-
nasts would get separate marks
for difficulty and execution, and
the two would be added together
for a final score. There'd be no
limit to the difficulty score, but
the execution mark would contin-
ue to be based on the 10.0 scale.

“Competitions will be emotion-
ally charged with a double chal-
lenge for each gymnast: to reach
the ‘10’ in execution and break a
new world record,” the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation,
known as the FIG, said Thursday.

The new scoring system still
has to be approved by the FIG
Council, spokesman Philippe Si-
lacci said. There will be a sympo-
sium on the changes next month
in Budapest, Hungary, and the
council is scheduled to meet in
May in Helsinki, Finland.

The FIG has been under fire
for several years to change its
Code of Points, the extensive
guide to the difficulty values as-
signed to every move. In the cur-
rent scoring system, a two-judge
“A” panel sets the difficulty value
for a routine, and the “B” panel
takes deductions from that. The
highest and lowest scores from
the sixjudge “B” panel are
tossed out, and the remaining are
averaged for one, final score.

But many say the system
doesn’t accurately reflect techni-
cal advances in the sport, with
gymnasts limited to a maximum
score of 10.0 no matter how diffi-
cult their routine. Scoring errors
in the men’s events in the Athens
Olympics and the debacle that fol-
lowed Paul Hamm’s victory in
the all-around gave the issue new
urgency.

“The level today of gymnastics
and the start value has risen,”
FIG president Bruno Grandi said
in Athens. “The difficulty score
must be open-ended, but it must
be compensated wnlh (execution
deductions).”
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Next youth
movement
hits track

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — As
Reed Sorenson reached for the
microphone, Dale Earnhardt Jr.
playfully slapped his hand and
snatched it away.

Sorenson had to wait his turn.

But he might not be so willing
to take a back seat on the race-
track. The 19-year-old Sorenson
is one of several young drivers
making headway in NASCAR’s
lower ranks and taking advantage
of the sport’s ongoing youth move-
ment.

“I hope I'm leading the way,”
the confident Sorenson said.

So far, so good.

Sorenson finished ninth and
was the top rookie in the Busch
Series season opener at Daytona
International Speedway last Sat-
urday, a race that featured sever-
al drivers expected to be part of
NASCAR’s next group of “Young
Guns.”

Drivers under 24 years old in-
clude Sorenson, Ryan Hemphill,
Shane Hmiel, Blake Feese, Justin
Labonte, Paul Menard, Brandon
Miller, Boston Reid, Martin
Truex Jr., and Jon Wood.

At that age, they make young
Nextel Cup stars like Junior, Kurt
Busch, Kevin Harvick, Jimmie
Johnson, Matt Kenseth and Ryan
Newman seem over the hill

“There’s more available talent
than ever before,” said Lorin
Ranier, who scouts talent for
Chip Ganassi Racing. “We’d all
like to hire Jeff Gordon and bring
him to our team, but what’s the
chances of that happening? Not
very good. So what do you do?
You start looking elsewhere. You
can’t get the guy you want so you
have to go out and find the next
best thing.”

For Ranier, that means spend-
ing countless hours researching
drivers and poring over results,
hoping to find a young Gordon or
Tony Stewart. He would settle for
Kasey Kahne or
Kyle Busch, both
of whom had suc-
cessful Busch ca-
reers and are now
driving full time
in the Nextel Cup
series.

“There’s a lot
of good drivers
out there, but I
am not looking

&k Il’s like the
NBA Draft:
I'm only
looking for
lottery picks. 9y
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Busch Series driver Reed Sorenson, 19, who was the top rookie in the
'season opener, is one of several young drivers making headway in
NASCAR and taking advantage of the sport’s youth movement.

Fathers and sons, as well as broth-
ers, could be found in almost any
field.

But these days, sponsors want
more marketable talent. So much
so that 2002 Daytona 500 winner
Ward Burton is out of racing and
veteran drivers Jimmy Spencer,
Mike Skinner and Bobby Hamil-
ton have been rele-
gated to the truck
series.

Other seats are
due to open next
year after Mark
Martin and Rusty
Wallace  retire
from full-time rac-
ing. Terry Labon-
te already is rac-

a limited
for (lgood dn;/ers 1 Lorin Ranier  schedule.
amL“Wk;l"E orex: Chip Ganassi Racing Its made the
Cevnﬂlgamer S:\é race to find fresh
“Its like the NBA Draft: 'monly  gepehs  1n lalf?é: ’e"‘ﬁ‘a,giﬁ
looking for lottery picks.” r

Ranier said that because of
NASCAR’s popularity reaching
an all-time high, more children
than ever are picking up the sport
— and at a young age, t0o.

“Instead of playing baseball, a
lot of kids are racing go-carts,” he
said.

Thdt gives NASCAR teams a
larger talent pool from which to
choose drivers. It wasn't like that
adecade ago, when NASCAR was
much more of a family business.

13 -year-old son, Matt, recently be-
came the youngest driver to sign
a contract with Ford. He is now
racing a full-sized truck in the
Fastkids Series at Orlando Speed-
world.

Finding talent has become big
business, too. And it's growing in-
creasingly competitive and cut-
throat.

Ford Motor Co. has sued
Kahne, accusing last year’s top
rookie of breaking a contract re-
quiring him race in its cars.

Kahne now drives Dodges for
team owner Ray Evernham.

Rick Hendrick found a loop-
hole in Kyle Busch’s contract
when he was 16 years old and
driving for Roush Racing in 2001,
and lured him away with a more
lucrative offer.

“Everybody is looking for some-
body who is the complete pack-
age,” Ranier said. “There are a
Iot of guys who are fast, but don’t
have the right mentality or they
can’t talk. You need the ones who
are an exceptional driver, but are
likable and has all the extra stuff
you can sell.”

Sorenson, like several others on
the Busch circuit, seem to have it
all.

He showed it at Daytona, which
was just his sixth NASCAR race.

He bumped and banged with
Earnhardt, Harvick and eventual
winner Tony Stewart before fad-
ing in the final few wild laps.

“I followed him most of the
day,” Harvick said. “I don’t know
if you guys watched him drive
last year at all, but he’s going to
win a lot or races.”

Maybe soon, too.

“He’s got a lot of talent,” Earn-
hardt said. “He doesn’t do any-
thing stupid. Even guys that are
real good, they come in here early
and they run over things, run
over people, run into stuff. He
doesn’t do that.”

New NASCAR rules
debut in California

Shorter spoilers,
softer tires part
of Cup changes

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif. — New rules
are going to make for some big
changes for NASCAR Nextel Cup
drivers this weekend at Califor-
nia Speedway.

Shorter rear spoilers, softer
tires and a new qualifying sched-
ule greeted the Nextel Cup driv-
ers when they hit the 2-mile oval
for two scheduled practice ses-
sions Friday.

“There really is a lot to take in,”
said Chad Knaus, crew chief for
Jimmie Johnson. “This weekend
should answer a lot of questions
for everyone after all the specula-
tion we’ve been going through all
winter.”

The season opened last Sunday
with the Daytona S00. But the re-
sults of that race were probably a
bit misleading because the teams
were forced to use horsepow-
er-sapping carburetor restrictor
plates and had rear spoilers 6%
inches high for stability on the
2>-mile Daytona International
Speedway.

In Sunday’s Auto Club 500, the
unrestricted engines will produce
considerably more power, but the
spoilers will be cut to 4% inches
and there also will also be a new
generation tire to contend with.

Both changes, to be implement-
ed everywhere except Daytona
and Talladega, are intended to
slow the cars in the turns by giv-
ing them less downforce, thereby
making passing easier and im-
proving competition.

Nearly everyone tested the new
aerodynamics package here and
at Las Vegas Motor Speedway in
January, alleviating many of the
concerns. But there wasn’t any
racing.

“Until we get around other cars
in race conditions, we're really
not going to know how much of an
effect the reduced spoiler height
and the new tire compound will
have,” said Tony Stewart, who led
a race-high 107 laps last Sunday
before slipping back to seventh at
the end.

“It didn’t seem like it was a
huge change for us,” he said.
“Things are going to change con-
stantly, and no matter what chang-
es, you've got to learn to deal with
it and learn to make the best of

Some drivers have looked for-
ward to the changes because they
expect them to make the cars
harder to drive, perhaps an edge
for the more experienced such as
Stewart.

Jeff Gordon and other Nextel Cup
drivers face several rule changes
when they begin practice at Cali-

fornia Speedway on Friday.

“I've lain in bed at night won-
dering if it will,” he said. “We real-
Iy won’t know until we get a little
deeper into the season. I'm hop-
ing so.

“Two years ago, we were in situ-
ations where track position was
everything and you could run 150
laps on a set of tires and be just as
fast as a guy with 30 laps on his
tires.”

Stewart would love to see the
competition revert to what it was
when he set a slew of rookie
records in 1999.

“Back then, you had to really
pay attention fo your tire wear
and not overdrive the car too
early,” he explained.

The weekend schedule could
also play into the hands of the
more experienced drivers.

Beginning this week, and at
about two-thirds of the remaining
tracks, qualifying has been
switched from Friday to Satur-
day. The cars will be impounded
by NASCAR immediately after
time tests and race the next day
with the same tires, chassis setup
and fuel load on which they quali-
fied.

“With the new deal you have to
think primarily about the race,”
Kyle Petty said. “So you have to
be right where you want to be
with the car when it comes time
to qualify.

“It's going to be interesting to
see how things shake out in the
race. You're going to have to
make some pretty big decisions
by Saturday morning off what
you did in a couple of hours of
practice Friday afternoon.”

Daytona 500 winner Jeff Gor-
don said Sunday’s race is going to
tell everyone a lot more about the
season than the 500.

“I think you're going to see
more lead changes,” he said. “I
don’t know if you're gong to see
as much side-by-side racing with
the new rules. But what you saw
at Daytona is not what exists any-
where else other than Talladega.”
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Clarett back

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Some of college foot-
ball’s top running backs were overshadowed
in the NFL combine by someone who had just
nine college starts and hasn’t played in years.

Now it's up to Maurice Clarett to live up to
the hype.

“I made some mistakes that are obvious to
everybody in this room,” Clarett said. “And I
paid for them.”

Clarett was the main topic of conversation
Thursday even in this year’s deep crop of pow-
erful, fast, multidimensional and tested backs.

“I've not seen him play in a couple of
years,” said Cedric Benson, who ran for more
than 5,000 yards and helped Texas win the
Rose Bowl. “Regardless of what he’s been
through, someone is going to like him, some-
one is going to love him and someone is going
to pick him up.”

Benson just blended in the crowd with Au-
burn’s Ronnie Brown and Carnell “Cadillac”
Williams — the best running back tandem in
the nation last year — and Frank Gore, who
re-established himself as the strong runner
who once beat out Willis McGahee for Mi-
ami’s starting job.

From general managers to coaches, other
running backs to a kicker, everyone got ques-
tioned about Clarett.

When he arrived in the interview room, all
but a handful of reporters huddled around a
podium. Gore, sitting near the back of the
room, was almost ignored. Asked whether the
lack of interest bothered him, Gore respond-
ed: “No, no, not at all. I'd be all right if no peo-
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about his
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NFL combine

The scouts want to see how much he has
learned.

Ayear ago, in his first combine appearance,
Clarett didn’t work out. This year, in a rare
second Clarett he

past on
Thursday,
saying in
the NFL
combine, “I
made some
mistakes
that are
obvious to
everybody
in this
room. And |
paid for
them.”

P

But Clarett must do more than confront his
poor public image.

While Benson, Brown, Williams and Gore
were proving themselves on the field the past
two seasons, Clarett was watching games on
television hoping for an opportunity to play in
the NFL.

Now he must deal with the consequences of
sitting out his sophomore season because of a
suspension, losing a court battle to enter the
NFL Draft early and accusing Ohio State of
NCAA violations.

Clarett weighed 234 pounds, 3 pounds light-
er than last year when he was criticized for
being out of shape.

When Clarett was asked about his past, he

‘would work out this weekend.

But his colleagues have their own battles
this week.

While Benson rushed for 1,867 yards, 19
touchdowns and pushed his way into elite sta-
tus by averaging 5.6 yards per carry, he has
been dogged by an October comment in
which he said he’d rather win the Heisman
Trophy than beat rival Oklahoma.

That has raised questions about his willing-
ness to be a team player.

“It was my childhood dream and I spoke
from the heart,” he said. “If T could have
changed the answer, I would. But it would be
alie”

Gore may have an easier case — he just has
to prove he’s healthy and that's he regained
his form after season-ending injuries in 2002
and 2003.

As Clinton Portis’ backup in 2001, Gore av-
eraged 9.1 yards per carry as a freshman.
Then, he missed all of 2002 after hurting his
right knee and the second half of the 2003 sea-
son after injuring his left knee.

Last year, he rushed for 945 yards rushing
and eight touchdowns even though he said he
played at a heavier weight than normal.

Gore measured 5-9%, 217 pounds and insist-
ed he’s ready to follow the lead of Edgerrin
James, Portis and McGahee as Miami’s next
big NFL back.

“Every team brought in five or six doctors,”
Gore sald “But it's good, the knee is real

ple were in front of me.”

appeared more humble.

strong.”

Derek Jeter
Center might
be coming

to Boston

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The arena is in
downtown Boston, the heart of
Red Sox Nation. There
couldn’t be a bigger insult than
to name it after the captain of
the hated New York Yankees.

But that’s just what Manhat-
tan lawyer Kerry Konrad aims
to do next Tuesday after his
$2,325 bid won an eBay auction
giving him the one-day nami
rights to the FleetCenter.

Konrad’s proposed name:
the Derek Jeter Center, after
the Yankees shortstop.

His winning bid threw Fleet-
Center brass into a dilemma.

“Itold him, ‘T don’t Lhmk we
can approve that nam
arena spokesman Jim Delaney
said.

He said he would discuss it
Friday with FleetCenter presi-
dent Richard Krezwick and a
decision would be made by the
end of the day. Arena officials
have reserved the right to ap-
prove or reject a winning bid.

The FleetCenter is home to
the Boston Celtics and Bruins.

The name became obsolete
after Bank of America ac-
quired FleetBoston Financial
last year and the Charlotte,
N.C., banking giant opted not
to retain the naming rights.

While the arena’s owner,
Delaware North Cos., searches
for a long-term partner, it has
been offering one-day naming
rights on eBay and donating
the proceeds to charity.

Paerson wins women’s super-G

The Associated Press

SAN SICARIO, Italy — Sweden’s Anja Paerson
won a super giant slalom Friday to inaugurate the
course for next year’s Turin Olympics, her first vic-
tory in a speed event at the World Cup level.

Paerson boosted her lead in the

overall standings and proved her

Sports victory in the super-G in last

Y e months world championships was

no fluke. She covered the Fraiteve

Olymplque course in 1 minute,
31.85 seconds.

Italy’s Isolde Kostner, an early starter, was sec-
ond, 0.57 seconds behind, for her best result this sea-
son. Austria’s Michaela Dorfmeister and Slovenia’s
‘Tina Maze tied for third, 0.65 behind.

The top American was Lindsey Kildow, who was
13th.

“I didn’t make one big mistake and maybe that
‘was the problem,” Kildow said. “Maybe I needed to
push my line a bit more.”

Paerson leads Janica Kostelic of Croatia
1,061-998 in the overall standings. Kostelic tied for
fifth with Hilde Gerg of Germany.

Paerson was behind Kostner at the first check-
point, then picked up her pace on the bottom sec-
tion, where several favorites lost time.

“I would never have imagined that I would win
the super-G at the world championships and then an-
other in World Cup,” Paerson said. “I knew I had a
good run, but I didn’t think I did anything so special.
Something has changed in my style this season and I
hope it keeps going.”

Kildow, who had two fourth-place finishes in the
worlds, was on pace for a top-three finish until losing
a big chunk of time on the bottom part of the course.

“I don’t know what happened. It's a course that's
really, really easy and it's easy to lose time,” she
said. “I'm pretty disappointed. I don’t know if there
is any way I can win the title now, but you never
know what will happen in the next race.”

Federer harely advances in Dubai
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Top-ranked
Roger Federer saved two match points and beat
Juan Carlos Ferrero 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6) Thursday to ad-
vance to the quarterfinals of the Dubai Open.
Federer, who won his third straight match in a

The top American in Friday’s World Cup super-G in
Italy was Lindsey Kildow, who finished 13th.

third-set tiebreaker, will face seventh-seeded
Mikhail Youzhny, a 7-5, 6-4 winner over Rainer
Schuettler.

“He should have won the match,” Federer said of
Ferrero. “He had match points before me.”

Third-seeded Tim Henman beat Igor Andreev 7-6
(5), 6-1, and will face Ivan Ljubicic, who beat
Fernando Verdasco 6-7 (4), 64, 7-6 (8).

Ferrero, the 2001 Dubai champlon, led 6-4 in the
third-set tiebreak before Federer saved one match
point with a big serve and Ferrero hit the next point
long. Federer then closed out the match with a huge
serve.

Mauresmo, Sharapova reach semis in Qatar

DOHA, Qatar — Top-seeded Amelie Mauresmo
defeated Maria Kirilenko of Russia 6-2, 6-2 Thurs-
day to move into the semifinals of the Qatar Open.

Mauresmo will face fourth-seeded Alicia Molik of
Australia in Friday’s semifinals, while Wimbledon
champion Maria Sharapova will play former
top-five player Daniela Hantuchova of Slovakia.

Mauresmo, winner of 10 of 12 matches this year,
is trying to play in her third consecutive final. She
lost in Paris in the Open Gaz de France before beat-
ing Venus Williams in the Diamond Games at Antw-
erp, Belgium, on Sunday.

Second-seeded Sharapova beat Marion Bartoli of
France 6-3, 6-2 to reach her third semifinals in as
many events this year.

St. Louis Rams RB Marshall Faulk
(above), who will back up Steven
Jackson this season, will make $2
million in base salary. He would
have made $6 million.

RB Faulk
agrees
to pay cut

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Marshall Faulk,
now resigned to a backup role
with the Rams, has agreed to a
pay cut in a restructured contract

that will essen-
tially guarantee
he'll end his ca-
reer in St
Louis.

Faulk, an
11-year NFL veteran who turns
32 “Saturday, just finished the
third year of a seven-year con-
tract. He would have made $6 mil-
lion in salary and workout bonus-
es in 2005.

Under the new four-year deal,
Faulk gets a $2 million signing
bonus this year, and will earn $2
million in both 2005 and 2006,
said his agent, Rocky Arceneaux.
Arceneaux said the salary would
average $3 million per year over
the four years of the deal.

“His motive was not wanting to
leave,” Arceneaux said. “Obvious-
ly with a backup, it’s hard to justi-
fy making $7 million a year.

“He had options probably to go
somewhere else and maybe start,
but he felt at this point in his ca-
reer he had accomplished enough
as a starter and he can contribute
as a backup.”

Earlier this month, coach Mike
Martz said that rookie Steven
Jackson would be the starter next
season. Jackson was the team’s
first-round pick last year.

The new agreement saves
about $1.5 million in salary cap
space.

Browns tell DT Warren
to shop for deal

CLEVELAND — The Cleve-
land Browns have given disap-
pointing defensive tackle Gerard
Warren permission to seek a
trade.

With the team switching to a 3-4
defense next season under new
coach Romeo Crennel, the under-
achieving Warren, the No. 3 over-
all pick in the 2001 draft, might
not fit into Cleveland’s plans.

Crennel and general manager
Phil Savage met with Warren ear-
lier this week and told him he had
until March 2 to try to work out a
deal with another team. Warren
is due a roster bonus on that date.

Savage said that if Warren
can’t find a trade suitable for the
Browns, he may still remain with
the team.
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Kings fall short without Webber

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Whenever the Sac-
ramento Kings played the Dallas
Mavericks the last few years,
they turned to Chris Webber,
Doug Christie or Vlade Divac to
come up with big baskets or de-
fensive stops.

Those days are long gone now.

Webber joined Christie and
Divac as ex-Kings with his trade
to Philadelphia on Wednesday
night. In the first game without
Webber, Sacramento opened
strong and was up by nine in the
fourth quarter, but wound up los-
ing 122-113 in Dallas on Thurs-
day night.

Dirk Nowitzki led the Maver-
icks’ comeback by scoring 17 of
his 34 points in the final period, in-
cluding a short jumper with 4:39
left that put Dallas ahead for
good. Michael Finley added two
three-pointers after that to send
the Kings to their third loss in
four games, and seventh in nine.

The Webber trade and an inju-
ry to Peja Stojakovic left the
Kings with only eight players,
while Dallas opted to use only
eight. The Mavs dressed just 10,
including two rookie centers
fresh off the injured list, because
earlier in the day they sent big
men Alan Henderson and Calvin
Booth to Milwaukee for Keith
Van Horn. Jerry Stackhouse also
was out with an injury.

Dallas used its reserves a lot
more than Sacramento, and the
fresher legs seemed to pay off.
The Mavericks had a 13-2 run
among their season-best 40 points
in the fourth quarter while the
weary, emotionally  drained
Kings went nearly 4/ minutes
without a field goal down the
stretch.

“Our team is very resilient and
if we are to get through this, we're
going to have to fight through
this,” Sacramento coach Rick
Adelman said. “Being on the
road, making a trade and having
Peja out, there are no answers,
We have to play hard and smart
and we’ll be OK.”

Thla loss made for a bad start to

ix-game, nine-day road trip
that continues Saturday — in Phil-
adelphia, against Webber and the
76ers. At least Sacramento will
have its three new players and
maybe Stojakovic, too.

Playing at home for the first
time in 16 days, Dallas main-
tained the momentum of its 5-0
road trip, a franchise best that in-
cluded wins in Phoenix, Seattle
and Sacramento.

Marquis Daniels started for the
first time since Dec. 6 and had
season-highs with 29 points and
eight assists, plus nine rebounds.

Finley added 22 points, six re-
bounds and four assists. Josh
Howard had 16 points and nine re-
bounds, and Devin Harris added
11 points before spraining his
neck on the play that led to coach
Don Nelson'’s ejection.

“T'm really proud of us gutting
this win out,” said Dallas assis-
tant coach Avery Johnson, who
took over when Don Nelson was
ejected late in the third quarter.
“They handled a lot of adversity
during the course of the game. ...
Everybody that touched the court
tonight contributed in some way.”

Mike Bibby and Cuttino Mob-
ley each scored 26 for the Kings,
and Darius Songaila got off to a
good start in his increased role by
posting a career-high 23 points
and a season-high 12 rebounds.

“It was obviously different with-
out [Webber],” said center Brad
Miller, who had 16 points and 15
rebounds. “He was playing real
well for us and not having him out
there took some time to get used
to. He’s the guy everyone would
look to and it was up to the rest of
us to step it up. We're going to
have to fill his shoes and make ad-
Jjustments.”

Knicks 113, 76ers 101: At
New York, Kurt Thomas celebrat-
ed the passing of another unevent-
ful trading deadline — at least for

im — by scoring 21 points on
10-for-11 shooting.

Thomas also grabbed 12 re-
bounds, and Tim Thomas shot
10-for-14 and scored 27 points for
New Yorl

Phlladelphna, which had only
eight players in uniform — none
of them named Chris Webber —
was led by Allen Iverson’s 29
points.

Webber will make his 76ers

AP

Sacaramento Kings guard Mike Bibby, right, is fouled by Dallas Maver-
icks forward Josh Howard, left, in the second half on Thursday.

debut  Saturday his

former team, the

Stephon Marbury had 17 pomts
and 12 assists, and Jamal Craw-
ford added 16 points and nine as-
sists for New York, which also
was short-handed after trading
Nazr Mohammed, Moochie Nor-
ris, Vin Baker and Jamison Brew-
er earlier in the day.

pers 92, Timberwolves
85' At Los Angeles Elton Brand
scored 24 points to help the Los
Angeles  Clippers snap an
eight-game losing streak.

agamst

The Clippers, returning from a
1-8 road trip that seriously jeopar-
dized their playoff hopes, never
trailed during their first win
against the Timberwolves in 10
tries. Corey Maggette added 19
points for Los Angeles and Chris
Kaman had 13 points and 10 re-
bounds.

Kevin Garnett had 14 points
and eight rebounds for Minnesota
while playing just 32 minutes be-
cause of foul trouble. He played
only four minutes in the third
quarter after picking up his
fourth foul with 8:20 left.

Shaq has mild sprain, expected to play again soon

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Miami Heat All-Star center Shag-
uille O'Neal has a mildly sprained left knee
and might play Saturday against the Orlando

Magic.

An MRI exam confirmed a very mild
sprain, the team said Thursday. O’Neal didn’t
comment to reporters waiting outside the hos-

pital, and is listed as day to day.

He was injured in the first two minutes of
Tuesday’s game in Chicago when he leaped to
catch an alley-oop pass from Dwyane Wade
and landed awkwardly atop Bulls forward Oth-
ella Harrington. O’Neal stayed on the court
for several minutes, clearly in pain.

He didn’t return to the game, and missed

Wednesday’s contest at In-
diana. Miami, which leads
the Eastern Conference
with a 40-16 record, lost
both games in overtime.
O'Neal, a

All-Star, is averaging 22.7 points — on an
NBA-best 59.9 percent from the field — and
10.4 rebounds this season. He has missed only
two full games because of injuries this year,
compared with 15 in each of his previous
three seasons with the Los Angeles Lakers.

NBA
briefs

Shoulder injury benches White for season

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Charlotte Bobcats
center Jahidi White will undergo surgery on

12:time *%:

his injured right shoulder and miss the rest of
the season, the team said Thursday.

White had been on and off the injured list
since hurting his shoulder Nov. 30 at New Jer-

He appeared in a total of 18 games this sea-
son, averaging 2.5 points and 2.0 rebounds. A
seven-year veteran, White was chosen by the
Bobcats from Phoenix in last June’s expan-
sion draft.

Also Thursday, the Bobcats said the Cleve-
land Cavaliers have lifted all conditions on a
2005 first-round draft pick that Charlotte ac-
quired during the expansion draft. That guar-
antees the Bobcats at least two picks in the
first round.
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Some won, some lost in flurry of trades

BY SAM SMITH
Chicago Tribune

Once they would have been
somewhat of a dream team: Gary
Payton and Baron Davis in the
backcourt, Antoine Walker and
Glenn Robinson at forward and
Chris Webber in the middle. Now
they’re the wishes and hopes of
the desperate.

These five former All-Stars
were among almost three-dozen
players to change teams late
‘Wednesday and Thursday in one
of the wildest NBA trading dead-
line days in recent memory.

Walker, a free agent-to-be, is
surprisingly returning to Boston,
which he left amid bitter com-
plaints about selfish play from
general manager Danny Ainge.
To bottom-feeder Atlanta goes
Payton, and the over/under on
him coming up with a season-end-
ing hamstring injury is about a
week. The Hawks also could re-
lease him and let him sign with a
contender.

Robinson, also a free
agent-to-be who hasn’t played all
season, goes to salary-clearing
New Orleans, which dealt Baron
Davis to the Warriors.

Webber went to the 76ers late
Wednesday. He’s expected to fuel
their run to the vaunted Atlantic
Division title and give them a
chance to finish above .500.

Other big names (now lacking
big games) among those traded
were former All-Stars Tom
Gugliotta, Dale Davis and Vin
Baker and such solid contributors
such as Nazr Mohammed, Malik
Rose, Corliss Williamson, Jiri
Welsch, Rodney Rogers, Keith
Van Horn, Speedy Claxton and
Mo Taylor. And Steve Smith was
said to be headed to Miami.

The bigger surprise might be
who wasn’t traded. The Toronto
Raptors, with almost half their
roster demanding trades at some
point this season, failed in their
bid to land a high draft pick and
kept Donyell Marshall, Jalen
Rose and Eric Williams. Coach
Sam Mitchell hasn’t said if he in-
tends to fight any of them now
that the deadline has passed.

The Milwaukee Bucks retained
free agent Michael Redd, making
a deal designed to free up money
to re-sign him.

And the Portland Trail Blazers
held onto free agents Shareef
Abdur-Rahim  and ~ Damon
Stoudamire, perhaps to save
coach Maurice Cheeks’ sanity.

Here's a look at who came out
ahead and who didn’t:

Winners

Philadelphia 76ers: Wednes-
day’s late deal for Webber gives
them scoring help for Allen Iver-
son. On Thursday they added Rog-
ers, a favorite of coach Jim
O’Brien from their Boston days
and another perimeter threat.
The Webber deal cost them depth
(Williamson and Kenny Thomas),
the Rogers deal money. They took
on inactive Jamal Mashburn,
whose contract runs through next
season. But they’re out from
under Robinson, who goes to the
Hornets.

It's a nice short-term move for
the 76ers, but Webber is owed

The Sacramento Kings will find
out if they are a better team with-
out Chris Webber, who went to
Philadelphia in a six-player deal.

more than $60 million for the
next three seasons. And like Iver-
son, he’s a strong personality who
likes to monopolize the ball and
the team.

There’s potential for fireworks.
The 76ers play the Kings on Satur-
day.

Cleveland Cavaliers: They
picked up point guard Welsch
from the Celtics for a No. 1 pick in
2007. The Cavs believe they can
make a serious playoff run and
hope Welsch can relieve their pe-
rimeter shooting problems.

Milwaukee Bucks: Sure, you
thought they’d never overcome
the loss of Zendon Hamilton.
They also sent guard Mike James
to Houston and cleared salary
space by sending Van Horn to
Dallas for free agent Alan Hend-
erson and Calvin Booth. It should
position them to re-sign Redd and
retain a nucleus moving forward
while adding reserve guard
Reese Gaines.

Houston Rockets: James is a
good pickup to replace Bob Sura,
who is out indefinitely with back
problems. The addition of Sura
and Jon Barry helped ignite their
plodding offense. The Rockets
also get guard Moochie Norris in
the Taylor deal.

Sacramento Kings: They gave
up Webber, the best player in all
the deals, but there’s that addi-

Guard Baron Davis (1), a two-time All-Star who finished sixth in the

NBA in scoring last season,

form a potent backcourt combination

with Golden State’s Jason Richardson.

tion-by-subtraction thing. With
Webber the Kings were 38-31 the
last two regular seasons. Without
him they were 51-16. Team insid-
ers say Webber’s return slowed
down the Kings last season after
they’d been in first place much of
the season, and he was overly crit-
ical of certain teammates, most
notably Peja Stojakovic.

The Kings are a different team
with Vlade Divac and Doug
Christie gone and Bobby Jackson
hurt again. They want to build
around Stojakovic, Mike Bibby
and Brad Miller without Webber
dominating things. Thomas and
Williamson are role players who
should help.

San Antonio Spurs: Not that
they need to get better, but Mo-
hammed is a nice pickup as a
backup big man. He’s having his

Atlanta Hawks' Antoine Walker, right, admires his former jersey while

joking with Boston Celtics rookie Al Jeffersoi

Boston on Jan. 14.

Walker, who played in Boston for seven seasons, is going back after
the Celtics traded Gary Payton, Tom Gugliotta and Michael Stewart to
Atlanta on Thursday. The Hawks will also get a first-round draft choice.

best season, and they were almost
ready to pay a team to take Rose’s
contract, which has four years
and more than $27 million left
after this season. The Spurs give
up their 2006 No. 1 and the Suns’
No. 1 this year.

Losers

Boston Celtics: It's never quite
clear what they're doing. They
hated Walker and his game, so
they got him back with two
‘months left on his contract. They
also traded both their point
guards, Payton and Welsch, in
order to play rookie Delonte
West? Gugliotta and Michael
Stewart went to Atlanta with Pay-
ton for Walker. The Hawks also
get a No. 1 pick.

New York Kni may be
the way to go, but theyll now
have a way to go. They took on
more than $30 million in salary
again — wouldn’t you like to work
there? — but also seemed to start
a commitment to rebuilding
through the draft by acquiring
picks, though not great ones.
They get the Suns’ No. 1 for this
season (Phoenix has the Bulls’
from the Luol Deng trade) and
the Spurs’ for next season. They
get two more undersized power
forwards in Taylor and Rose and
give up starting center Moham-
med and point guard Norris.

Dallas Mavericks: Van Horn
seems like a decent pickup for
Henderson and Booth, who rarely
play. But Van Horn, with a $16
‘million salary next season, recent-
ly returned from an ankle injury
and doctors are limiting him to 15
minutes a game. Just what Dallas
needs: another shooter who
doesn’t defend. They do this and
couldn’t afford to pay Steve Nash?

NBA deadline deals
Wednesday
HILADELPHI T6ERS—/ AC mred F
\ Webben F_Matt Barr and F
Mlchael Brzd\ey from tt he Sncramen(o
Kings for F ny Tho-
mas and F Corliss Wi amson
Thursday

BOSTON CELTICS-Traded G _Jiri
Welsch to Cleveland for a 2007
firt:round draft pick. Ttaded G Gary Pay-
and C Michael Stew-

o7t Avantados E Antolne Walker and a
first-round draft

1S Traded F Nikoloz
Tokitishvili and £ Rodrey White
en State for F Eduardo Naj
Fhacand afrstround dra

Speedy claxton and ¥ bie b

Orlean  for & Baron pavis,
HEAT—Acquired G Steve Smith

oM Chariotte for F Mahk Al and

cash considerations.
MILWAUKEE BUCKS-— led
James and C Zendon Hamilton to Hous-
‘ton for G Reece Gaines and a 20¢ a
2007 second-round draft pick. Traded F

2 ed C
Vin Baker and G Moochie Norris to Hous-
ton for F Maurice Taylor.

PHILADELPHIA TGERS - Traded F Glenn

Robinson to New Orleans for F Jamal
Vashourn and £ Rodney Rogers.

Jiri Welsch, who was acquired by
the Cleveland Cavaliers for a
2007 first-round draft pick to the
Boston Celtics, will be counted on
to help the Cavs’ outside game.

Golden State Warriors: Peren-
nial back and attitude problems
make Baron Davis a huge risk. A
backcourt with him and Jason Ri-
chardson seems explosive, if not
defensive-minded. But this will al-
most certainly lead to a trade of
Mike Dunleavy for a role-playing
big man because they have so
many players on large long-term
contracts and so few inside play-
ers.

Davis didn’t exactly endear
himself to his last college-to-pros
coach, Tim Floyd. The Warriors
also had to deal Eduardo Najera’s
long-term contract to Denver to
save money and got draft busts Ni-
kolz Tskitishvili and Rodney
White.

New Orleans Hornets: Mardi
Gras fireworks are over, so they
blew up the team. They’re dump-
ing salary to stay in business by
getting rid of Davis and Rogers,
and Jamaal Magloire may be
next when he returns from inju-
ry. They also save some money
getting rid of Mashburn’s con-
tract, but they got the expiring
$12 million deal of Big Dog Robin-
son, plus Claxton and Dale Davis
from the Warriors.
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Schilling tests ankle, throws
off mound for first time since
winning Game 2 of Series, Page 25

Michigan St. snaps streak

Spartans beat Badgers, win
first vs. ranked foe in 13 tries

BY LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Alan
Anderson got choked up — and it
had nothing to do with earning a
spot in Michigan State’s record
books.

Anderson didn’t miss and
scored a career-high 28 points to
lead the 10th-ranked Spartans to
a 77-64 victory over No. 20 Wis-
consin on Thursday.

He was 10-for-10 from the field
and 7-for-7 from the line, becom-
ing the fourth
Michigan ~ State
player to take at
least 10 shots with-
out missing.

But the senior
forward paused
and  stammered
as he spoke after
the game because
the Spartans
snapped a

losing
against
ranked opponents
and a six-game
skid against Wis-
consin.

“It was our last

“I don’t think I could be happi-
er for our players” Michigan
State coach Tom Izzo said.

“This has been hard on them. It
wasn’t like they conquered the
world, but we beat a good team
soundly.”

Wisconsin’s Alando Tucker had
18 points, Mike Wilkinson scored
16 points and reserve Zach Mor-
ley added 11.

The Badgers (17-7, 8-5) have
lost three of five, allowing Indi-
ana to pull into a third- -place tie in
the Big Ten standings.

“We don’t like
to say it happens
at Wisconsin, but
they outworked
us,” Tucker said.

The Spartans
beat ~ Wisconsin
for the first time

whose previous ca-
reer high was 18
points, scored 11
straight  points
early in the first
half. His one-man
spurt gave Michi-

chance  against gan State an

those guys,”  Alan Anderson led the Spar-  11-point lead,

Anderson said. tans, scoring a career-high  which it main-
_“This one was 28 points by going tained easily.

big, man. They  10.for.10 from the field and __“He did a great

home-winning
streak from us.
They took a couple of champion-
ships, too. That’s why we were so
emotional.”

The Spartans (204, 11-2 Big
Ten) have won 10 of 11 since los-
ing to the Badgers on Jan. 16, i
ning their past nine by double dig-

its.

Those lopsided victories didn’t
quiet their critics because of the
streak against ranked opponents
since the regional finals of the
2003 NCAA tournament.

7-for-7 from the line.

job of penetrating
and taking care of

business around
the basket,” Wisconsin coach Bo
Ryan said.

“You name it, he did it.”

Anderson matched a field-goal
percentage mark at Michigan
State with three other players.
Ron Charles made all 12 of his
shots in a game in 1980 while Carl-
ton Valentine (1986) and Bob
Chapman (1977) both went
11-for-11.

SEE SPARTANS ON PAGE 26

Michigan State’s Kelvin Torbert, top, grabs a rebound against Wisconsin’s Clayton Hanson, as Michigan
State’s Matt Trannon, right, watches on Thursday night in East Lansing, Mich. Michigan State won 77-64.

Woods wins 13th
consecutive match
as Match Play
Championship
begins at wet
La Costa

Page 27

Veteran RB Faulk l”~v
willing to accept | |
pay cut, backup
role to remain
with Rams
Page 29

Which teams
made the best
deals hefore
the NBA trade
deadline?
Page 31

Kings fall to Mavericks in first game since trading Wehber e



